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Armour of Proof 
FOR A 


WEAK CHRISTIAN, 


| Againſt the worlds envy, ſcoffs and reproaches. 


Together with the Doves Innocency and4he. \ - 
Serpents (nbtilcy, upon Gen.z.15 0 


The third Impreſſion. ©: 
By R.F. 


Reverend Sir ; | 3 HA P. FL 
Orme time ſince I heard you upon 1 Cor 6.9,10. Be not de- 
»( ceived, neither Fornicators, nor Covetons, nor Drunkards, nor 
RA NEIL Revilers, nor 20 unrighteous perſons, ſhall ever inherit the 
\U Kingdom of God. Whar change ir hath wrought in. me, I 


4 - 
Oe" a. oo 
_— 


"ONS! 
v2 , W forbear to.mention : But certainly $4tan and the World 
fear they have loſt, the one a ſubjeft or priſoner, the other 


er moleſted me for- 
s, that Lyon foames 


a limbe or member ever fince: for whereas they 
merly 3 now as if I were reſcued our of Satans cl 
and roares, and beſtirs himſelf to recover his lofſe. 

And as for my old acquaintance;they ſo envy to ſee themſelves caſhee- 
red, and ſo mortally hate me, for that I will no longer continue miſerable, 
nor run with them ( as I have done ) tothe ſame exceſſe of riot, 1 Pex, 4. 45 
that they make mie weary of my life, as the daughters of Heth did Rebecks, 
Gen. 27. 46. 

Yea I am (o ſcoft at and ſcorned, both by Parents, Friends and Zntmies, 
that it not only hinders me from doing the good I would,or appearingthe 
_ Iam 3 bur it almoſt beats me off from being religious back to the 
world. 

And certainly he muſt be more ſpirit then fleſh, that can contentedly 
make himſelf contemptible to follow Chriſt 3 be pointed at for fingulari- 
ty, endure ſo many baſe and vile nick-names ; have his Religion judged 

; bypocrifie, his 2odly ſimplicity fillineſle, bis zeal madnefle, his contempe * 


, of theworld ignorance, his godly ſorrow dumpiſhnefſe, and che like mali-' 


. 


chigvous' conſtruRions _ of wharſorvet'he Ky” ot 
08s, | 


does. For my part, I could better abide « ſtake ( Gold aſſiſting me) then 


&d 
* 
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Te TOY Jcorners, Or 


the mocks, ſcofts and ſcornes'which eyery where I meet withall. It is death 
to me to be mockrt 3 as ir fared with Zedekiah, Jer.38.19, Nor is there a= S 
bove Hell a greater puniſhment in my judgement,then ro become & $4uxio, | 
a ſubje& of (corn,as Sampſon (1 doubt not) found. 4lcibiades profeſt, that | 
neither the proſcriprion of his goods, nor his baniſhment, nor the wounds |} of 
he received in his body, wete ſo grievous to him as one ſcornfull word 
from his enemy 03. 

Yea doubtlefie our S2viours ear was more painfully pierced, then either th 


pg 


his brows,or hands,or feet. It could not but go deep into his ſoul,to hear } po 
thoſe bitter, and girding reproaches from them whom he came to ſave : | th 
A'generous nature is more wounded with the tongue then with the hand. | fo 
c 
CHAP. II. | ed, 
Miniſter Grant there is no ſuch rub in the way to Hegven as this 3 Satan | tra 
; ®hath not (ſuch a tried ſhaft in all his quiver:he gers more now by } of 
ſuch'diſcouragements, and the rcpreaches that are caf upon Religion, } thi 
\then he did formerly by fire and faggot; for then the blood of the Mar- | 
tyrs,was found to be the ſeed of the Church : others(Phenix like) ſpringing ! M 
out of their aſhes : Whereas now, multitudes of fouls are (coft our of | het 
their Religion by wicked men 3 many being apr with Petey to deny their | lt; 
religion, when they come in company with Chriſts enemies ; and with | 
David to diflemble their faith when they are amongſt Philiſtixs, leſt they | Co! 
ſhould be mockt, have ſo many frowns, and frumps, and cenſures, and | 
| ſcoffs 3 be branded with that odious and ſtigmaticall name of an hypo= * the 
erite,&c. Yea S* &uſtin confeſleth, that he often belied himſelf with tins 
which he never committed, leſt he ſhould be unacceptable ro his finfull | = 
eri 


companions 3 which makes our Saviour pronounce that man bleſied #hat i | 


not offended in him, Matzghg 1.6. Sur 
But for all chat,a wi will not be ſcoft out of his Money,nor @ juſk | the 


min flowrted out of his Faith. The taunts of an Tſhmacl ſhall never make | _ ' 1 
an Tſaack out of love with his inberitance. Yea for a man to be (coft our of | 


his goodneſſe by thoſe which are lewd, is all one, as if a man that ſeerh | ec 
Niould blindefold himſelf or put out his eyes, becauſe ſome blinde wret= | #16« 
ches revile and ſcoff at him for (ceings Or as if one that is ſound of - Ye 
' limbes, ſhould limp or maim himſelf to pleaſe the criple, and avoid his | £0n 
taunts, And know this, Thai if the barking of theſe currs, ſhall hinder | him 
; ,, us from walking on our way to Heaven, it is a ſign we are moſt imperent 5 UK 
; _ cowards': Yea if onr love be (o' cold te (hriſt, that we arc aſhamed for his * wy 
-_ ſake to bear a few ſcoffs and reproaches from the world, it is evident we | ®* 
-,--uro bur coungerfers, ſach.as Chriſt wilt be aſhamed of before bis F ahgs and bis | diſp 
holy eAngels as the : latter day, Mark. v.38. 'Fox, for the comfort of all that | Ir, 
- are Gingfe and honefi- hearted, norwithRending all the ſcoffs.and (corns of } #94 
\ -[aþciffs and, carcletic worldlings, all their perſwaſions and perſecutions, foal 
they ſhall their labours and. themſelves tow in the ende! Well may 9. 
«hey, i aictge:vhes (of BAN 


end, and alſo do gheais urmekt to flout.us our of gur _ 
E- | 6 racy 


. 
». 
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tion to prevent Deſtywttios 


they may flay.us with death eternail, and ſpeed thereafier 3 (As Out ther 


| regards not ſo much what is performed, as what'was intended, and 


meaſures what we do by what we meant todo 3 as in the caſe of A4brd- 


hams offerivg up his ſoune, and thoſe Fews who only thought they had killel 


Paul, ARs 14-19.) but they ſhall be no more able to hinder the (alvation 
of any one whomYod hath choſen to his Kingdom of grace and glory, then 
Saul with his Courtters could hinder David trom attaining the promiſed 
Kingdom of Iſrael, Plal. 129.1. Revel.13.8. The windes may well tofſe 
the ſhip wherein Chriſt is, bur never overtucn it. If Chriſt have but 6nce 
poſlett the affeRions, there is no diſpofleſſing him again. The League 
that Heaven hath made Hell wants power to break. Who can ſeparate 


 rheconjundions of the Deitie ? Whom God did predeſtinate,(1i:h Paulthem 


he alſo called ; and whom he called, them he alſs juſtified ; and whom he juſti fi- 
ed, them be alſo glorified, Rom.$.30. They ſhall ſooner blow up hell with 
trains of powder,then break the chain of this dependent cruth. No power 
of me or devils is able ro withſtand the will of God, it ſhall ſtand firmer 
then the irmament. | 

A fire in the heart overcomes all other fires without : as we (ee in the 
Martyrs, which when the ſweer doQrine of Chrift had once cot into their 
hearts, ir could not be got out again by all the rorments that wit and cru» 


elty could devile. 
CHAP. III. 


Convert. BY: how ſhould I a novice, a punic, a white- liver, a milk ſop, ſhake 
oft this ſlaviſh yok of bondage and fear in which Satan for 

the preſent bolds me ? 
Miniſter. By well obſerving what the Scriptures in this caſe hold forth 


| For the-encouragement of all that thus ſuffer. I will commend to your 


ſerious conſideration only fix things, and I pray minde them well 3 for 


Virgil moſt excellently and profoundly, couples the knowledge of cauſe, and | 


| the gonqueſt of al fears rogerher. 


Firlt abſerve, that grievous temptations and perſecutions, do alwayes . - 


/ accompany the remiſton of finges. Thar all men, as Anſtins ſpeaks, are 


neceſlitared ro mileries, who. bend their courſe rawards the Kingdom of 


' Heaven: neither can Gods leve be enjoyed without Satans diſturbance. 
/ Yenthe world and the devill therefore bate ws, becauſe God hath choſen ws. If u 


convert comes home,the Angels welcome him with ſongs, the devils follow 
him with uprore and fury, his old acquaintance with ſcorns and oblov 
yuie,as you (ufficiently finde. Godly men arerhorns in wicked mens eyes, 
as Fob was inthe deaile, becaulc rhey are good, or for that they arc dearly 

ved of God. If a mans perſon and wayes pleaſe God, the world will bu 


; | eiſpleaſed with both : whence we are ſo 6fren foretold and forewarned of - © 


ir, char we may be the berter forearmed and prepared to entertain ir : All 
that will.lkoe godly. in Griſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſeoution, 2 Tim. 3-13, Tv. 
ſhall be hated of all men and nations for my Names { wrewye's 10.22. and 34. 


' 9 Behold 7 end you forth,as ſheep inthe midſt of wolves, Matth- 10.26: and 


guany-che like. Whence allo RS I he ct ep” 


| A Glaſſe for Scorwers, Or 
the word, which may ſerve as ſo many flaggons of wine, to comfort and 
Krengrhen us. againſt whatſoever we meer withall in the world : Bleſſed 
are they that ſuffer perſecution ſor rizhteouſneſse ſake, ſor theirs is the Kingdom 
'of Heaven, Marth. 5.10. Blcſved are ye when men ſhall revile you and perſecute 
Jou,and ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake. Rejoyte and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Pro- 
phets which were before you,ver. 11,12. Rejoyce, inaſmuch as ye are partakers 0 
Chrifts ſufferiugs ; that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo 
with exceeding joy- For rf ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt,happy are ye. 
For the ſpirit of glory and of God refcth upon you, which on their part is evil 
ſpoken of, but on your part is glorified, 1 Per.4.12,13,14. Loe here is reward 
,enough, tor all that men or devils can do againit us; which hath made 
thoulands even ambitious to imbrace the flames. Your cruelty is our 
\glory,laid the Martyrs in Tertullians time to their perſecutors, for the har- 
der We are put to it,the greater ſhall our reward be in Heaven. It is to my 
Joſie ( faid Gordivs the Martyr ) if you bate me any thing of my ſuffer- 
ings : See more Ph!l.1.28,29. Rev.2.13. 
And fo much to ſhew, that he refuſeth ro be an Abel, whom the malice 
.of Cain doth not exerciſe,as Gregory (peaks: For it is an everlaſting rule of 
the Apoltle. He thas is born aftertbe fleſh, will perſecute him that is born after 
the fFirit ( Gal.4.29 ) not becaule he iscvill, bur becauſe he is ſo much 
beter thenhimſelf, 1Foh.3+1 2. Becanſe his life is not like other mens,his waies 
&re of another faſhion, Wild. 2.15. 
CHAP. IV. 
Econdly conſider, That as wee are every where in the word fore- 
warned of it, ſo it is not our caſe alone 3 for ſcarch the whole Bible 
.over, and you ſhall! not finde one holy man mentioned, without mention 
of ſomething he (uftered from ungodly men 3 as ir were eakie ro inſtance, 
how Abel, Lot, Noah, righteous men 3 eAbraham the father of the faith- 
full 3 Tſaac, Faceb, Toſeph; Patrizrchs and Fathers of the Church 3 meek 
. Moſes,uptight Samudl, Fob that none-ſuch, all the Lords Prieſts, Prophets, 
" £poſiles; yea the harmlefle Babes, and our Sazour Chriſt himſelf did ſe- 
verally (uffer from wicked and ungodly men. Yea never man came to Head- 
ven, but firſt he paſt through this pargatory. God had one ſonne-withour 
finne,bur never any one without ſuffering. Which makes our Saviour (ay, 
Woe be to you when all men ſpeak well of you,that is, when evil men ſpeak well 
of you 3 for ſo did the Fews of ibe falſe Prophets, Luk. 6.26. Wherefore mar- 
vel not though the world hate you,as S* Fohn (peaks, 1 Foh.z. 1 3.Netwther count 
it ſtrange, as S* Feter hath it, concerning the fiery triall, which is amongſt you 
+. #0 try you, 45 thoygh ſome ſtrange thing were come unto you, 1 Pet.4.12. For 


wee. CR. > — 


Chriſt and bis CroſSe are inieparable,Luk. 14.27. Whence that diftinRion | 


'of Luther, thar a Chriſtzan is a Croſſe-bearer.. He that will be my diſciple, let 

bim take up bis creſſe daily aud follow me, Luk. 9.23. and 14 26,27» 
CHAP. V: 

#T Hirdly, No hope ir ſhould be otherwiſe,tince God from the beginning 


E, 
- 
i 


# otthe Creation, hath proclaimed a.War, eamiry and firite, __ | 
© Fo the * 
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Inſtruflion to prevent Deſtrution. % 
the wicked and the godly : Did you never read that Scripture, Gen.3,15? 
where God himſelf 1airth to the Serpent, I will put enmity between thee and * 
the woman, and between thy ſeed and hcr ſeed ; be,or it, ſhall bruſe thine head,” 
and thou ſhalt bruſe bis heel. Where by the ſerpents ſeed,are meant the whole ; 
generation of wicked men 3 and by the womans ſeed,Chriſt and all his ment- / 
bers,as all Interpreters conclude and other Scriptures make cleere 3 where : 
wicked men are called ſerpents, « generation of wipers, and children devil, : 
Matth-23-33- Joh. 8.44.1 Joh.3.10. And as this war was proala in: 
Paradiſe,even in the beginning of time, (originall finne being che originall. 
of this diſcord ) (o ir ſhall continue to rhe end of all time : Whenrime, 
ſaith One,began, this malice firft began, nor will it end bur wirh thela- 
teſt man. Ir is aneverlaſting A of *Parlamen, like a Stqtute in Magna: 
Charta. Which is the next thing I would commend to your ſ{crious con» 
fideration : And that you may be the berter confirmed therein, ſee how 
according to the Lords predi&ion or proclamation, there bath been a. 
perpetuall war, enmity and ſtrife in all ages paſt, is now and ever ſhall, 
be,berween Satan and Chriſt; and their Regiments the wicked and the godly. 

For proof whereof I coul produce teſtimonies and examples innume- 
rable, there being ſcarce a page in the Bible, which dovh not exprefle or, 
imply ſomewhat touching this enmity. Bur that I may be brief, and bes, 
caule examples give a quicker impreſton then arguments, 1 will only give 
you three inſtances in every Age. As 

Firft,to begin with the firſt Age,viz. the old world before the flood. We 
read of this mortall enmity and ſtrife berween (au and Abel, Joh.3.12.. 
between Lamech and the holy ſeed, G2n.4. 23,24. and between thole wicked. ., 
Giants which Moſes [peakes of, and the ſons of God, Gen.6,2,to 12. Yea 
thoſe Giants bad batrell ro Heaven, as our Mytholoziſts add to ver. 4. 

Secondly, 4fter the Flood, betore the Law, berween all the men. of Sodom 
and righteous Lot,Gen. 19. 4. 9.11. 2 Pet.2.8. Berween Hazar and Iſh- 
macl ; the bond-woman and her ſonne,and Sarah and Tſaac,the free woman and 
ber ſonne, Gen. 21.9,10.Gal.4.29. and between Eſau and Facob,firſt in the 
womb, the more plainly to ſhaddow out this camity, Gen25.22,23. and 
afrer they were born,Gen. 27.41. 

Thirdly, After the Law,before Chrift, between Doeg and che 85 _ 
which he ſlew the edge of the ſword, Sam.22 13,19. berween Fer 
and all rhe Prophets of the Lord which ſhe deſtroyed, 1 King.18.13,14» 
and berween the heads of 4ſracl in Micatahs time, and. all has. were good, 
Mich. 3.2. | 

Fourthly, Since the Goſþcl, in the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 this 
enmity (0 manifeſted ir (ett not only in the Gentiles, bur in the Fews Geds 
own people, who firſt railed rhoſe perſecurions againſt Chriſt and his 


members 3 that having beheaded Fobn Baptiſt his harbinger, and crucihed 4 *, 


himſelf the Lord of life : We reade that of all the twelve,none dicd a natus> © 
rall death ſave only S* Fobn, and he alſo was baniſhed by Domitiau to Pate +. 


mos, and at another time thruſt into 4 T'xn of ſcething ozl ar Rome, as Ter =} 


zullian and S* Hierom do report ; See As 7 51,0 60. and 12.1,to 5,Kom, © 
8.36, Foh.21.18,19, A} Fitly, : 


"af 


OI 


6: A Glaſſe for Scormorr, . Or 


Fifrhly, After the 4poftles,if we conſider the reſidue of the ten Perſect 
tions railed by rhe Romans againſt the Chriſtians, which was for three hun- 
dred years,till the coming of godly Conſtantine, we finde that under Dio» 
cleftan, feventeen thouſand Chriſtians were ſhin in one moneth, amongſt 
whom was Screns the Empereſſe alſo. Yea under him and nine other Em- 
peraurs,there was ſuch an innumerable company of innocent ((briftizus pur 
t9.dea rormented, that S* Hierom in his Epiſtle to Chromatins and 

vigaBaich, There is no one day in the year, unto which the number 
of five rhouſand Martyrs mizht not be aſcribed, except only the firſt day 
of Fanuary. Yea there was two thouſand ſuffered in the ſame place and ac 
the ſame rime with Nicanor, Ats and Monuments paz-3 2. who were pur 
eto the molt exquiſite deaths and rarments, that cver the wir or malice of 
men or devils could invent to- infli& ypon them, and all for proteſlin 
the faith of Chri# and being boly : which makes S* Paul cry our, I think 
that God hath ſet forth us the las Apoſtles, as men appointed to death ! 1 Cor. 
4-9 


f 


CHAP. VI. 
Ixtly, From the Primitrvetimes and infancy of the Church hitherto 
the Turk and the Pope have a&ted their parts in ſhedding the blood of 
the Saritts, as well as the Fews and Roman Emperours 3 touching which I 
will refer you v5 the Book of As and Monuments: and Ryvel. 17, The whore 
of Babylon was drunk with the blood of the Saints, and with the blood of ibe 
Martyrs of Feſus, ver.6. Which jn part was fulfilled in England under 
. the reign of Queen Mary : and in France, where before many late bloody 
maſſacres,there were more then two hundred thouſand who ſuffered Mar- 
ryrdom abour Tranſubftantiatiou ; See Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, lib.6, cap. 4, 
$,16. Bur 
Seyenthly, To come to theſe preſent times wherein we live ; Is it poſ=- 
fible for a man to live a conſcionable and unreproyable life ? abſtain from 
drunkennefe, ſmearing, prophaning the Lords day, ſepacate himſelf from evil 
companyzbe zealous tor the glory of God, admeniſh others that do amifle, 
&'c- wirhout being traduced,ca'umniated, hated,ſflandered and perſecuted 
* farthe ſame? noir is nor poſiible ; for if a man þut walk according to 
the rule of Gods word, he is too preciſe : if he will be more then almoſ} & 
$142, he is curious, phantaſticall, faRious, and ſhall be mockt with 
the Firir, What ſhould I ſay ? rhe world is grown {o much knave, that 
'ris now vice ro be honeſt. True, bleſſed be God and good Laws, we ſut- 
fer litcle but the laſh of evil rongues 3 bur were wicked mens powers an- 
fwerable to their wills and malice, they would not ſuffer a godly man to 
live,as I ſhall in due place ſhew you. 
Eighthly,For the time to come : It islike not only ro coutinue,but the 
-» Jaſt remnants of time are ſureto have the molt of ir 3 becauſe as in them 
..-- Zove ſhall wax cold, Marth. 24.12. ſo ay love groweth cold, contention 
growerh hor. 
More expreſly the Holy Gboſt forerells, that inthe L:f? dayes the times ſhall 
** be perilous, and rhat toward the cn1 of the world, there ſhall be ſcoffers, falſe 
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aceuſcrs, 


ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And that as Fares aud Fambres withſtood Moſes, 
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Inſtruftion to prevent Deftrultion. 
Kecuſers, curſed Frakers fierce Aeſpiſers of them that are good ; and bei 


nos baving the ſþ irit, they ſhall ſpeak evil of the things which they underſtand 
not : and that many ſhall follow their damnable wayes, whereby the way 0 G 


theſe alſo ſhall refiſt the truth, being men of corrupt mindes,reprobate concerning 
the faith, being before of ol4 ordained 10 condemnation, » Tim. 3.1, 013; 
2 Pet.z 2. and 3-3. Jude 4:10.16,18,19, And ſo much of rhe third pare 


ticular. 
CHAP. VII. > 

Ourthly, Tt would be conſidered, that what you ſuffer is far ſhorr of 
F what others have ſuffered before you 3 for whereas you ſuffera Itle 
t5ngue-perſecution, your betters and ſuch as the world was not worthy of, ' 
have ſuffered cruell mockings, and ſcourgings, bends, and impriſonnens ; 
were ſtoned ſawn aſunder tempted, ſlaiu with the ſword : endured the violence of 
fire; were wraft, wandered about in deſarts and mountains, and in dens aud 
eaves of the earth,in ſheep=5kins an4 goat-skins, deft itute, affliFed, tortured and © 
tormented: N 9t accepting deliverance,that they might obtain « better reſurreFion, 
Heb.11.35,to 39. Yea turn over Eccteſieſticall Hi$tory,and you ſhall finde 
that ſome of the Martyrs were toned, ſome crucified, ſome beheaded, ſome 
thruſt thorow with ſpears, (ome burnt with fire, ſome broyled, ſome brained ; 
with many the like and worſe kindes of death : for we read of no lefle 
then twenty nene ſeveral deaths they were put unto. But ro cleer your Gazht, 
Ile give you {ome particular inſtances of thy ſeverall wayes chat che beſt of 
Gods people have ſuffered betore you. 

Firſt, You ſhall finde,that ir/hath been the manner of wicked men, out 
of this enmity,to envy rhe vertuous and good eftate of rhe godly : as Cai 
envied 4bel,Gen.4.5. Saul David, t Sam.1$.28,29. and choſe unhelecving - 
Fews Paul, Acts 17.13. 

Secondly, To contemn their ſuppoſed mean eftare, as Sthballet,Tobizh * 
and Ger/hom,with the reſt of thxt crue comtemaei Nehemiah and rhe Fewy, 
Nehem.4.1,2,3. Rabſheke Hexekiah and bis people, 2 King. 18.19, to 36, 
And the Epicurean Philoſophers Paul, A&s 17.18, 

T hirdly, To rejoyce ar their ſuppoted evil eltare, as the Princes of the 
Philiſtins did at Sampſons blindneſſe «1d bondage, Judg, 16.25. Peninnah at * 
Hamnahs barreun:ſſe, elpecially when ſhe went up 10 the houſe of the Lord, 
1 Sam-1.6,7. And the Fows at the Diſciples and the reſt of the Church, 
when Herod vexed ſome,and ſlew others, A&s 12.1,2,3. 

Fourthly, To hate them, as all carnall men bate the members of Chriff, | 
Matth. 10.22, Ahab Eliab,  Kinz,22.8. and 18.10. And Haman More 
decai,Eſth-3.5,co 15. | 


* 


CHAP. VII 3 

Iftly, To murmur againſt tkem, as Labans ſons murmured againſt F4+7 

cob, Gen. 31. 1. The Iſraelites againſt ow and Aaron, Numb. 11.7 

I. and 14.2,3. and the Labourers in the vincyard, againft the Maſter of the 
houſe #nd their fellowes, Matth. 29.11,15. 

Sixtly, To cenſure their ations and miſconſter their intentions, as 

A 4 El:ab 


A Glaſſe for Scormere, Or 
Ekiab did Davids zeal for Gods glory, in fighting with Golidh, 1.Sam.17, Tl 
28, and thoſe wicked —g bis fifing and mourning, Pſal.35.13,to = Li 
'T hus Fobs friends cenſured him for an hypocrite, Fob 4.6,to 11. and the M 
Fews Chriſt iavity to be bercſie,. aud Paul the Preacher of it « peſtilent fel- | 
low, « mover of [cdition, and maintainer of ſciſme : yea all the Diſciples ro be cot 


deceivers,z Cor.6.8. | obs 

.- Seventhly, By -carrying tales of them unto others, as (ham did to his |} mi, 
brerhren of N oahs nakedneſie, Gen.g.22. Doeg to Saul of David and 4hi- pre 
melec m-22.9,10. and rhe Ziphims, 1 Sam-23-19,20, and 26.1, | 
And thole Libertizes with other ſuborned men againit Szeven ro the Coun- |} to: 
ſell of Prieſts, Acts 6.8,to 15, | | the 
Erghtly, To perſwade and give divelifh counſel! to others like themes } wo 
ſelves to perſecuce them 3 as Balem to Balaach againſt the (hildren of xſ- | co1 

} ra, when he could fot be ſuffered ro curſe them, Rev. 2.14. Che Princes for 
* end Rulers to Zedekiah the King againſt Feremiah, Jer. 38.4. and the Fews | the 


+ of Theſſalowica to the people of Bereah againſt Paul, As 17.13. | falt 
Nanethly, To ſcoft at them, as Iſhmael (coft art Iſaac, Gen. 21.9. Rab- | 
fete at Heyekiab and by people, 2 King.18.27. aud the Philoſophers ar the 
aul, Ats 17.18,to 21. . wh 
Tenthly, To nick-name them,as Ahab nick-named Eliah, 1 King.18, |! Pa 
17. the wicked Fob and Dauid, Plal.35-13,14+. Fob 4.6,to 11. the (wy | 22, 
ticrs Feremiab,Jer-37,15,&c. and the Fews Paul, Acts 24.14. and all the | 
Diſciples,x Cor. 4.9.10, : ' cha 
Eleventhly, Torevile and rayle on them, as Goliab reviled and railed | «4 
on the Hoſt of Tſracl and their God, 1 Sam.17.45. Shemai upon David, |) Fes 
' 2 Sam. 16.7.and likewiſe the Mighty men, Plal.31.13. and the Fews upon ' 
Pauland Barnabas, Atts 13.45. chil 
| © Twelkhly, Toraiſe flanders of them, as thoſe wicked men flandered | we: 
N ebot?, confirming the ſame with an oath,i King. 21. the wicked David, Tat 
* Pſal.57.4. and the multitude Fobn Baptiſt, Matrhe11.15, 16. 
Thirteenthly, To curſe them, as Goliah curled David, 1 Sam-17.43- 
- and alſo Sheme:,z Sam.16.7,t0.15. the Heatben Iſrael, Zach. 8.13. and all reſt 
- wicked men the godly,Maith. 5.4 4- | Col 
_ Fourteenthly, Tothreaten them, as all the men of Sodom did Lot, Gen. 
© 29.9. Fehoram Eliſha, 2 King.6.31. and as Paul before his converhon 
- did the Diſciples, As 9.2. 
” Fiftcenthly,By ſubrilty ro vudermine them in talk,thar they might be- 
| xray them 3 as Saul cauſed his ſervants ro undermine David by flattery ro 
work his confuſion, 1 Sam.18.14. and again, ver.21,25. the falſe Pre» 
| phets and other enemies of the truth Feremiah, ſeeking every 'way ro de» | N4 
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\Kroy him, Fer.18.18,&c. and certain of rhe Synagogue Steven, Acts 6. thit 
9,19. | = 
CHAP. IX. life 
El 


", CIxtcenthly, By uſing ſcornfull and diſdainfull geſtures ro deſpighr 

as as Goliah againſt David, 1 Sam-17.42. and alſo thoſe wicked 
| once, Plal.2247,13-and 35-16-21 6 199-25-Orbers againſt 16b,Job F620. 
: ? e 


—_ 
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Inſtrution to prevent Deftynition. 9 
T he ſcoffing Tdolters againſt rhe godly in Tſaiabs rime,Iſz-$7.3,4. andthe 
Labourers in the Parable againſt the Maſter of the Vinezard, aud their fellows, 
Matth.20 15. 

Seventcenthly,To withſtand and contrary the doQrine which they are 
commanded by God to deliver : As Zedekiah the falſe pots did Michai= 
bs dorine, 1 Krng.22.24- the Prieſts, Prophets and all the people Fere= 
miahs, Jer.26.8,9. and Elymas the Sorcerer Paul and Barnabas in theig 
preaching, Aﬀs 13.8, 

Eighteenthly, To combine themſelves together and lay divellif plots 
rodelitroy them 3 as the zewKing of Egypt with his people did againſt 
the cbildren of Iſrael, Exed.1.9,10. the hundrah and twenty G overnoury, to 
work Daniels overthrow,Dan.6. And Demetrius with the reſt of the Craftſmen 
conſpired the death of Pauls companious, Ats 19. andhkewiſe more then 
forty of the Fews, which bound themſelves by 4 curſe, not t0 eat nor drink till 
they bad killed Paul; in which conlpiracy the chref Priefts were likewiſe aſ- 
filtants, Aﬀs 23-12,13,14-. 

Nineteenthly, To imprilon them,as Ahab did Michaiah, 1 King. 22.27. 
the malicious Prieſts leremiab, Jer.36.5+ and all wicked men the godly, 
when it is in their power, Luk.21.12. as they ſerved Fohn Baptiſt, Peter, 
Pauland many ocher of the Apoltles, As 5,18. and 13.4. and 4.3-and 
22.25, and 28:17, 2 Cor. 11.23. 

T wenticth, To ſtrike them, as Zedckiah the falſe Propher Rtrook Mie 


' chaiah, 1 Kiag.22.24, Paſhur Teremiah, Jer. 20.2. and the Princes alſo, 


chap.37-15. and »Ananias the High Priclt Paul, Acts 23.2. as allo the 
Fews,z Cor.11.23,24,25+ 
T weaty one, To hurt and maim them, as the whole Congregation of the 


| children of Iſrael would have ſerved thoſe zruc-beartcd Fies, tor ſpeaking 
| well of the Landof Canaan, had not the glory of the Lord appeared in the 


T abern;cle of the Congregation, Numb. 14. 10. the Phil:\tims Sampſon, Jadg. 


| 16.21, and the Fews of Axtiochia and tconium Paul, Ats 14.19, 


Twenty two and laſtly, To flay them, as Doeg flew Abimeleck and the 
reſt of the Prieſts, 1 Sam. 22,29. teFabell all rhe Prophets of rhe Lord ſhe 


! could finde,z King. 18.4. Teruſalem the Prophets, Matth. 23.37. and He- 


f 
| 


rod all the male=children that were in Bethlebem and all the coaſts thereof, that 
be might make ſare work wirh Chriſt, Mach. 2.216. ; 


CHAP. XxX. 

N Ow to ſpeak nothing in this place of the diverliry of deaths and tor- 

tures, that millions of Martyrs have ſuffared for profeſſing of Chrifts 
N ame and keeping of a good conſcience, though rheir ſuftcrings were no» 
thing, cither ro what their fins had deſerved, or to what their Saviour had 
done and (uftcred for them 3 for he endured many 3 little death all his 
liſe for our ſakes, and at lengrh that painfull, ſhamefull and curſed death 
\ Tthe croſse : yea he ſuffered every one of thele two and twenty wayzs be- 


{45 ementioned, and that from his own countrymen and kinsfolks, yea of 


the Chief Priefts, Scribes and Phariſees, who were teachers and expoundere of 
. dhe 


- 
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the Law, and which ſate in Moſes chair. For he was envied, Matth. 26.15, 

Contemned, Marth. 13.24.and 13.5 5.Rejoyced at in his miſery and diſtrefle, © 
Matth. 27. 29. Hated, Joh.7. 7. Murmured agtinft, Luk. 15. 2. HadbisF * 
a ions and intentions miſconſtrued, Matth.11.19, Had tales carryed of bim, tl 
Marth.12.14. and divelith counſel gruen againit him, Matth.27, 20. was 
ſcoffed at, Marth. 27.42. Nick-named,Matth.13.55. Railed on, Luk. 23.39: 
Slandered,Marth.28.13. Curſed, Gal. 3.13. Threatued,Joh. 11.53. Under-| 5 
mined in ralk that they might accuſe him, Matth.22.15. They uſed dif 
dainfull geftures before him, Matth.27. 29,39. Withſtood him in bis preach- Ik 
#mg,and contraried his dorine,Luk 5.21. Matth.9. 34- Combined together 
and laid divelliſh plors to deſtroy him, Matth.1 2.14. Took him priſoner, 
Marth.26.57. S8mote him, Luk.22.64. Hurt axd wounded him, Marth. 27.) © 
29. Joh.19.34. And laſtly they put him to death, Matth. 27.35. And why 
all rhis ? not for any evil they found in him 5 for their own words ares} Y* 
He hath done all things well, Mark.7.37. He hath done,ſuch was his powers} 5" 
all things, ſuch was his wiſdam : well, ſuch was his goodnefle : and yet} 
crucified and every way abbſed he muſt be. Burt it was for his zeal, puri- 
ty and holineſſe, and becauſe his life and praftice was clean contrary to 
theirs 3 his do@rine roo powerfull and pure for ſuch carnal| hearts ro} 7.5 
Imbrace or endure. Now cait up thy Receits, and compare them with the 


thy deſervings 3 look upon thy deliverance from the fire of hell : Yea look {co 
bur upon thy ſufterings ſing!e,and thou ſhalt finde them norhing, ro what! 7 : 


thy fellow Saints and Chriſt thy elder brother hath ſuffered before thee. Arts! 
E.yons den, or a fiery furnace not to turn tay], were ſomething worthy # An 
Chbriſtizu. Yea compore thine own eſtate with thine enemies, and thou 

fhalr ſee yer greater cauſe to be not only patient but thankfull. For if cheſs C! 
fcoffs and flours of men like thy {elf are {o grievous to thee, how will thine 
and Gods enemies indure thoſe mocks and flouts of the divcls in hell ? how 
will they indure that devouring fire;that everlaſting burning, 1a. 3 3.14.Pſal 
68.21. And the way not to repine at thoſe above us, is to look at tholk 

below us. But leaving the application untill the concluſion, j. 35: 


CHAP. XI. | dee 

| On ſider but ſeriouſly, whg they are,that hate,ſcoff and jeer you 

and that have perſecured the Sainrs before you, and mockt at bolineſſe! 

and this may ſerve exceedingly to ſupport you againſt whatever you ſhi 

hear or feel from them. As firſt, what is their Charafter in the _—_ RY 
are they nor ſuch as theſe ? A company of hypocrites, Pſal. 3 5- Hypocriti 


call mockers,ver.16. a crue of drunkards, Pſal.69. I am a fong of tbe dru "ol 
hards, ver.12. a ſort of vicious perſons, following their lufts, 2 Pet. 3. . 
There ſhall come mockers,@alking a'tcr their own luſts, A company of abje c * 
perſous,Pſal.35.15, like thoſe enemies, Ats 17. Lewd fellowes of the b4j 464 
fort, ver. 5. A rout of prophane, godleſs, irreligious atheiſts -and ignorars fork. © w 
that do no more know the power, then Turks and heathens know the truf © 


of godlineſſe, Pſ4-14-1,to 6. And ir isa ſhrewd ſuſpition, that he wi 
is « mocker is 4x athciſt : It well becomes him to mcck ar + rh 
en 
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Inſtruftion to prevent Deftruftion. It 


Fecnies 2 Ged: and it is evident enough thar he denies a God, that mocks 
at godline(ſe. Bur ſecondly, Expertence ſufficiently acquainrs us whar 
they arc,and the examples before rehearſed 3 for ſuch as Carn,and the Sodo= 
miter,and Iſhmaecl,and Eſau, and Haman,and Eliab,and Goliah,and Michal, 
and Poce, and $hemy, and Rabſheke,and Ahab, and Icqabel, and Tobia,and 
Savballat,and Paſhur,and Ze-:ckiab, and Herod,and Tudas : and St Paul be- 
fore his converficn, and Ananiasthe High Prieſt, and Demetrius the fiver- 
ſmuth,and »«Alcxander the copper ſmith,and Elimas the Sorcerer : cuch as theſe 
I (ay are the men, who amonsft us do the like things that they did. And 
will any wiſe man ſtumble ar Relizion for ſuch mens (coffs and reproach 
es ? whar betrer can be expected from them ? What ſaid the Oraor to 
Satuſt ? Ir cannor be,bur he rhar lives thy life ſhould ſpeak thy language : 
yea'a man would chooſe his Religion by ſuch mens eumity, and it 18a 
great honour ro Religion thar ic hath ſuch adverſaries. For as the Primi- 
rive (briftians uſed to ſay when Nero perſecuted them 3 they chat know 
him muſt needs think ir ſome great good which Nero (o'hared and con- 
demned 3 ſo every wiſe man will love Religion the better, and rake it for 


a grear honour to the Saints, that hypocrites, drunkards, vitious followers of \ 


zheir luſts, baſe and lend fellowes, godleſs atheifts, end blind ſenſudliſts are her 
ſcofhing adverſaries : And ſcarce aq 1 know a better argument to perſwade 
ro love and embrace it, then thar ſuch men hare and deride it : neicher 
can ir berhe crne Religion, which is not every where thus ſpoken againſt, 


As 28.22. Bur 
CHAP. XII. | 

Ix:ly and laſtly, Obſerve but the reaſons why they do it 3 and this wUll 

notably confirm and ſtrengthen you again rheir ſcoffs and (corns, 

Convert. Have they any reaſon for their ſo doing ? wr I 

Minifter. Not properly : For as the Prophet very often complains, they 
sre mine enemies withont a cauſe, aud they bate me without a cauſe,&c, Pſal, 
35-7. and 69.4, though they precended many cauſes. So they have ng 
Juſt cauſe nor reaſon to hate,cenſute and ſlander us as they do | fob no evil 
deed can have a 00d teafon : yer they do ir not without many by-reafons 
and ſelf ends. As 

Firſt, Their ignorance is a main cauſe of it, natnrall men in heavenly 
things, reſemble ſhell-fſh, that have-no ſmell ; or the Comelion,tbar hack 
no talt, at leaft they (ce no more then the bark or qurfide of (pirirnall per- 
formances, 2 $am,6.16. And the fleſh (Sarans ready inſtrument) will be 
ever [uggelting to chem ſtrange ſurmiſes touching what the religions ej- 
ther lay or do, As is evident by what is recorded of Michol,' 2 Sam. 6. 
16. of Nicolemus, Joh. 3.4+ of Feſtus, As 26.24. and laſtly of Pail be- 
fore his converſion, 1 Tim.1.13. who was no ſooner enlizhened with the 
iaving knowledge of the cruch, but he preacht that faith which before he 
condemned and perſecuted. 

And fcrieſtimenies to confirm it theſe are pregnant, Toh. 15.21.and 
16.2,3. Math.16.23. and 23:29. Like 15.42.1 Oor.2.8. Pſd.2.2. 

T hough experience may (aye that labour : for how ſeverely will theſe 
ignorant 


I2 A Glaſſe for Scorners, Or 
;3gnorant perſons cenſure and flander not only things indifferent, but the 
moſt approved good duties 3 while they will patiently pafſe by the moſt 
hainous crimes : an infallible fign of a man no: bern anew. 

And ſtill the more ſottiſh the more cenſorious 3 for where is ledft brain, 
there is moſt tongue and lowdeſt. And as ignorance gives diſparagement a 
Jowder rongue then knowledge does, ſo alwayes they that know leaſt will 
cenſure moſt-and moſt deeply. Ir is from the weake# judgements that the 
heavieſt judgement comes. 

Secondly, Sometimes on the other ſide, they will cenſure and ſlander 
them in policie : that while the ſtanders by are raken up with jeering ax 
eur (uppoled fimplicicy, they may not minde their paſt and intended 
reall villany. Therein imitating a thief, who being purſued in acroud, 
will be forwardeſt in crying ſtop thief, that ſo he may neither be attached 
nor ſuſpeed : The cale ot Athaliab,2 King. 11.14. 

Thirdly, Another reaſon may be this ; Who (o hath any thing fixed, 
either in their perſons or conditigns which cauſeth contempr, As they are 
commonly very bold, ſo they have a kinde of ſpur in them, and are moſt 
induſtriouſly ſtirred up to watch, obſerve and cenſure the weaknefles of 
others ; that ſo they-may bave ſomewhat again to repay. See the caſe of 
Shemeicouching David, 2 Sam. 6.7. of the High Pricſts,Scribes and Pha- 
riſees touching our Saviour, Luk. 5.21.Marth. 9.3,34- and 12.1,2.and 16, 

'17, and 21.2,14,15,16,24,45,46.and 22.15,16,17.and 27.41,42., And 
laſtly of Iudas touching Mary, Joh.1 2.4,5. 


CHAP. XIII. 


may be a fufficient ground : For baſenefle,whar it cannot attain to,it will 
vilicate and deprave. As no wonder if a Carter cenſure a Scholler, or a 
Clawn a Courtier 3 ſo none can think it ſtrange that brutiſh ſenſualiſts, 
ſheuld cenſure the Saints. for ſullen, ſhallow,cenſorious ,proud,diſſembling, &c. 
T nat they ſhould miſtake the way to Heaven for the moſt melancholy 
walk, when all that are born of God,and taught by his Spirit, know them 
the molt merry, wiſe, charitable, humble and plain dealing people. 


Indeed time and experience will alter their judgements be they never | 


ſs brutiſh and baſe: as it univerſally fared with the old world,Gen.6.ang 7. 
chapters, who for one hundred and twenty years together, harboured ma- 
ny baſe thoughts. of Noah: thinking bim half mad,to beſtow ſo much la- 
bour and coll in building ſo vaſt a veſſel as the Ark was : bur in proceſle 
of time,when they ſtood upon the tops of the mountains,expeQing within 
a minute ro be drowned in thoſe waters : they beheld him ſecure ro their 
greater vexarion : and acknowledged themſelves ſtark mad for not timely 


* beleeving him. 


 « Fiftly, Guiltineſſe is another main yeaſon:for commonly ſuſpirion prc- 
ceeds from a ſelf-defe&t : and a bad conſtruQtion from a-bad minde. 


Deccit ull, ever will miſtruſt full be : But no miſtruſt js found in boneſiy. 
<= | Naturall 


| Sa ſuch as are not regenerate, nor were ever diſciplin'd in the | 
(cbool of Chrifi. The ignobleneſſe of their diſpoſitions and breeding, | 


— —— 
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nſtrucrion to preven 308.  £: 
Natural! men,moſtly meaſuse others by their own buſhel ; and ſo form 


their opinions and cenſures of us according to the mold of wickedneſle 
that is in their own hearts: and doing al! their own good in hipocriſic, 


they cannot think us berter then themlelves. 


And yer ir is a rule which feldom fails : That as Cham was worſe then 
Noah whom he derided : and Iſhmael worſe then 1ſaxc whom he mocked : 
and Saul worſe then David whom he perſecuted : and ITeqabet worſe then 
Naboth whom ſhe defamed and murthered : and Herod worle then Tohn 
Baptiſt whom he beheaded. So they which are wont to cenſure and ſlag- 
der others, have greater faults themſelves, and cauſe to be cenſured and 
condemned of others : which faults they cannot tel[i how to cover, but by 
diſgracing of others. And the cenſured in Scripture, are alwayes more 
precious in Gods ſight then the cenſurer ; as in the Phariſee and *Publican, 
Luk.18. and in thoſe Barbarians and Paul, As 28. 3,4. 

Sixtly, Pride is no ſmall cauſe * for a proud man is wont to admire bis 
own aQions,but to abate the valu,and derogate from the elteem of others; 
every whit as baſely ro vilihe other mens doings, as he over highly pri» 
zeth his own. I ( ſaith the proud Phariſce ) am not as this Publican, Luk. 
18.11. Neither was he if you mark ir: for rhe Publican condemning 
himſelf was juſtified and ſaved : he juſtifying himſelf was everlaſtingly 
condemned. 

Again, They know their glory and credit with the world, is greatly 
eclipſed by ſuch as excell in vertue : T heir vicious lives are plainly repre- 
ved,and their perſons moſt grievouſly ſhamed by the holy converſation of 
good men. And this makes them ſmut the face that is fairer : bl:zmiſh 
honeſt mens fame by their cenſuring and aſperfons ; rhat rhey may mi- 
tigate their own ſhame with others diſcredit ; like Potephars wife,they pre- 
tend we are guilty,that themſelves may be taken for innocent. 

Seventhly, Another cauſe is prejudice or miſpriſion 3 for this like a 
painted pair of Speftacles, caiterh a falſe colour upon the beſt ations. As 
we ſee in Abab and Icqabel, touching Etiah and Mickiah. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Flebv: They ſuppoſe we are not as we ſeem, ergo we are Puritants, 
Hypoccits,&&'6A reaſon of grear force withStares men andPolititians: 
Herodthinks tice comes to dethrone him ; therefore to make ſure work, 
ke murthers all the males in Bethlem. 'Cambyſes dreames overnight, that 
his brother ſhould be King of Perf6z, therefore he puts bim to dearh the 
next morning. Saul ſuppoles David a traytor, therefore know ye nos that 
vhe ſonne of Teſſe hath conffired againſt me ? But ir were as good an argu= 
ment toreaſon thus : All che Apoſtles were impoſters, and the Goſpel it 
ſelf a fablez for ſo thought the Scribes and Phariſees. A man ſhall do God 
£001 ſervice,in perſecuting of his faithfall ſervants; for ſo thought the Pretates 
(as themſelves have confeſt upen their examination.) Or laſtly,thereis 

no God,for (© the fool hath ſaid in bis heart, Pſal.14-1. and 5 3-1. 
Ninethly, Thoy envy the godly, cicher firk, becauſe they do berrer, as 
pF Cam 


 Caindid Abel; or ſecondly,becauſe they fare better,as Eſau did T&eob : of ary 
thirdly, becauſe they are better eſtecmed, as Saul did PDawid. And this ig 
another cauſe, for ill will never ſpeaks well 3 and envy is fick if her acighs| j, 
bour be well. The ones ſuccefſe is the others vexation,the envious emulate] »,, 
what they cannot imitate. Whence ariſes all their cenſuring and milcons} the 
Kruing rheir perſons, aRions and intentions. For whom they canna: 
reach by imitation, they will endeavour to do by detration ; and becaulg} ;n, 
they cannot ſeduce ws,hey will if they cantraduce us ; if we will not partake} pe 
with them in their fins, we ſhall in their ſhame z if Toſeph will got be lewd] cþy 
with bis miſtreſs, he ſhall be thought as guilcy, and iuffer as much as if} ma 
he were. 

Tenthly, Sometimes they cenſure and ſlander us out of ſe!{-love 3 eip 
ther that they may gain, or at leaſt not loſe of theic honours, pleaſureg, 
profits : Sauls Hatterers will ſooth him up in his evil ſurmiſcs azaink 
David ; laying T he {onne of Teſſe bath conipired again thee 3 that they 
may have feelas and Vinejerds given themz be made Captains over thouſands, 
and Captains. over hundreds. And. this tempred Balaam againk his cons 
ſcience, even to curſe where he ſhould bleffc : he ſaw how his curſing and 
curſed coubſel might pleaſe Balack, and blefle himfelf with a gaintfull and 

allane promotion. And the like in Demetrius, for as Paul (ubitracts irogt wor! 
| Se 2 his profit,ſo Demetrius detraQts from Panls credit. | ther 

Which was many a mans cale within'theſe few years: for ſome have} ther 
climed upto preferment by envaying againſt thc Purirans:agd others't een} his | 
ruined and diſgraced by preaching againſt the Prelates. A 

Elevenchly,By depraving all good men themſelves, (thongh (wearersy| hon; 
drunkards, whoremongers,) ſhall be judged indifferent hone men : for) the | 
were allthe world ugly,deformity would be no monſer. Yea, a baſe per» 
ſon may cone to preferment,if none be thought better then himſelf He 
that hath but one eye, may be King amongſt the blinde. Whereupon, to 
baye themielves thought as good as any other, they will not have any 
thought good that dwells near cham. 

CHAP. 'XV. 
ns, Their paſſions and affeftions make them ſo exceeding 
partiall, chat they will more deeply cenſure our fearing of God, then 
their own blaſphemaing him 3 and hold it a more hainous crime for us td 
be ſober, then bo themiclves to be drunk. 

You may think it a big word for want of acquaintance with ſuch : F Ih 
Drunkarls and Swearers know I ſpeak cruth. And I rhemore cenfide th 
ly beleeve.my own cars, whea I conlider rhe Sodomites quarrel! wich Lotd} T] 
and many the like in Scripture. As how gid the paflion of Anger, there! 
Ann of his reaſon, when he thought Mordecais not bowing the kneff ſeryed 
tohim, a more hainous offence, thea his own qa of thouſands] podly 
And Fexabels who thought ic a greater fin in Elzah to kill Beals Prieſisff weary 
hea in ber (elf, co1lay all tbe Prophets if the Lord. 43a 

But no wender; for as the Eye only looks to things withaur» And & the de 
dþ57 hx arcs yergigigous think al) chings turn round, allerre 3 when: 5M wich þ 
ib Gro 
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ecrour is only in their own brains : ſo fares ir with ſenſuall men, tranſ- 


is i} ported by paſſion, and given up to their luſts. They pur their own faulty 
igh in that part of the Waller which is behinde them 3 bur ours, in the orher 


wart part or end Which is before them. Indeed ſ(elf-examination would make 
con} their judgements more charitable. | 
nnal —Thirteenthly, The perſons cenſuring and cenſured, are as contrary 
-aule} jn their natures as are Heaven and Hell, -Light and Darkneſſe, God and the 
take} Devil, the one being S«tans ſeed, and born after rhe Fleſh : the other being 
lewd] Chrifts members, and bora after rhe ſpirir, Fobn 3. 8.10 15% And this 
43S it} makes the one bate, what the other loves. 4 wicked man taich Solomon, ic 
abomination to the jufi, and he that is upright in bis way, is abomination 10 the 
3 Ch} wicked. Prov. 29.27. even our waies, which God commands us to walk 
ure) in, as well as our perſons, are abomination to them. | 
aink Yea,we ſee by experience, that there is a curſed Zeal in theſe men to 
they} malignthe good Zeal of all men. And that uſually they are pleaſed beſt 
nds; with that which angers God moſt : No marvell then it they cenſure and 
cons} ſlander ſach as he lovesbeſt. ; : h 
: and Fourteenthly, They delight in cenſuring and flandering ns : becauſe 
| and 'Satan ( whois their God, 2 Cor4-4+ and their Prince, Fob. 14-30. and 
frogt works in them his pleaſure, Eph. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2.36.) - is ever prompting them 
thereunto, Aﬀ.5.3. Rev. 12.10. For it is Saran that ſpeaks in and by 
have} them, as once he did 'by the Serpent : It is his minde in their mouth, 
teen} his heart in their lips, Matth. 16.23. 

And they being his Sons, Servants and SubjeRs,thirſt ro do him what. 
ers} honour and ſervice they ean. Nor can they pkeaſure him more, ic being 
: fot) the hopefulleſt way to diſcourage men in the way to keaven, quench the 
: pet*| good motions of Gods ſpirit, kill the buds and beginnings of grace, draw 

He| them back ro the world, and ſo by conſequence damn their ſouls, that cars 
MN, t0] be, to ſee that whatſoever they do or ſpeak 3 baſe conftrutions are made 
c anf{] thereof. Whereas if they medled nor with repencance, nor trgubled theme 
ſelves abont religion : the world ner the devil would not meddle wick 
them, nor once trouble or moleſt them. 9 | 
eding| Beſides their cenſures, and falſe aſperſtons, cauſc jealoufics where rherg 

then} are none, encreaſcth thoſe thor are, mightily diſables ſome from diſcerres 
us td} ing thetruth, and much hinders others from belceving it. 
CHAP. XVI. 
Frfrccarkly, Zoylm-like they cenſure, and ſpeak «vill of us: becauſe 
they cannot atherwiſe hurt us. 
T hey dare not (mire us on the mourh as the Hig h-Prieſt ſerved Paw 2 
therefore they fmire ps with the mouth : as Zedekiah the falile Propher 
#f ſerved Micha:ch : 'which is 28 bad or worſe. For deal they nor with the 
4 podly, as rhe daughters of Heth did by Rebecca, Gen. 27, who made her 
weary of ker life, and forced her tocty our in the bicternefſe of her ſoul, 
| What auaileth it me to live : ver(.46. In which they imitace their. Father 
the devil :* who when his hands are bound, vomits 0yt 8 floyd of reproaches 
* wich bis dengue, Rove rene OOO | ; 


alle corners, OV. 
I confeſſe they were wont, Maximinzs like,to ſpeak evil of us 3 that (0 
rhey might perſecure 1s with the more thew of realon : accuſe us tothe 

Prelats, as the Jews did Paul co Agrippa: charging us with many things, 
but proving nothing, neither could they well undous, if firſt they did nor 
falſely accuſe us: as ir fared with Teqabel rouching Naboth, and the wife 
of Potipbar touching Toſeph. | 

T hough a little information would ſerve + for malice regards not how 
true any accuſation is, but how (pitefull. And theſe prelats, were [o far 
from diicerning or defaring to dilcern truth from lander, that tothe grief 
of many good hearts 3 no muſick could be {o ſweer to their ears, as to hear 
well of themſelves, ill of the religious. And they were as readv to yeeld 
their aid as the other to ask it 3 being men of the High- Prieſts humour 3 
who ſeeing none ofter themſelves ſet on work certain vile perſons, to ac- 
cule Chrill of hainous evils: that ſo they might crucifie him by 2 Law : 
Yea our reverend Biſhops and their bandogs dealt with a poor Minilter 
or Chriſtian, juſt as the ſouldiers did by our Saviour : Fiſt blinde bim, 
then ſtrike him,and laſt ask him, who was it that ſmote thee ? and he might: 
anſwer the beſt of therhree 3 Ir was thou O mine Enemy, thou walt an 
an cAchitophel in the one, a Doeg in the other, a Belzal in both. 

Sixteenthly, They cenſure, and in cenſuring flander us : that they: 
may incite and ſtir up others to do the like : Retembling thoſe ancient 
enemies of the Golpel,who clad the Martyrs in the skins of wilde beaſts : 
to animate the dogs torear them. 

- Ir is the nature of ignorant and il[-bred people, who walk after the 
fleſh inthe luſt of uncleanneſſe, whom S* Peter calls bruit beaſts, led with ſcn- 
ſuality, and made to be taken and deſtroyed, to teak evil of the things which 
they underſtand not, 2 Per.2.12. And what one doth is a Law to the reſt. 
As if one in their company but mentions the word Puritan, or tells them 
how ſcrupulous and preciſe ſuch an one is : all thereſt will ſtrive who 
ſhall be forwardeſt in (pitting our his ſpleen againſt all the godly. As 
whar a number of ſharp and deadly Arrows will cach of them ſhoot 3 both 
at the good and goodnefle. 


Nor arethey {o ſatisfied : but every oneruns away with the cry : and | 
barks our the term againſt every honeſt man he meers, whence it is thar-| 


we are cenſured, and laught to {corn by the greateſt number : that we are 
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riety 
as Co: 
child: 


madethe common Burt ef every ones malice, and the ſubje& of all their | guy j| 


diſcourſc. | 

Which yet is no diſparagement tous : for theſe are 2 generation oh 
men z that (for matter of religion) can ſcarcely diſcern betyeen their right 
hand and their left : as it fared with thoſe fix{core thouſand Ninevites, Jon. 
4+11. I might heap up inſtances ro prove how ftrongly and ttrangely cx+ 


ample prevails, to the commirting of evil: with ignorant perſons, wha 
are Ceſterngto fin, Sives to grace. As inthe Sodomites, G2n-1 9-4. to x 37 
In Kordh aid bis 150. fo.owers: In Demetrius . and his fellows, A& 
29. G7 | + Gnv  TItH-o = ; 7 | 

Bur it is too well known, how many do cegſuce, and [blaſpheme r': 
Godly, becauſe they hear others do (0. Nat 
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Inſtrnftion to prevent Deſtruttion, 17 

Nor is it the common peoples caſe alone : who enquire no farther bur 
beleeve at ficſt : for then I ſhould no whit wonder. But even our grave 
Biſhops and Fathers of the Church did nor long fince go thus by hear» 
ſay, and perſecute the conſcienable,becauſe drunkards and deboiſhed per= 
ſons did 1o : cenſuring them in their High Commiſſion, and other Courrs 
Ecclefiaſticall 3 as the other did on their Ale-benches. 

It may ſcem.above belcef, and yer it was ſo, only thoſe barking Carrs 
did theſe great Maſtifs wake: Whom we may liken ro noyſome Flies, 
which ſting while they live, and ſtink when they are dead ; though bleſſed 
be God we are now rid'of them. | 

I nced noc teil you how many of their Lordſhips and their Creatures 


have come to their great preferments by being bitrer Malignagts azainlt 


the beſt men : for noknowing man can thereof be ignorant. 

T hus I migh: go on in giving you other reaſons of their cenſuring and 
{1xndering us 3 as ene in regard of Saran, who loſeth ſo many of his 
Subje&s or Caprives as turn beleevers : for every repentant ſinner is as 
a priſoner broke loole from his chains of darknefle, 

And another in regard of the World, which loſeth a limb or member : 


When a conveet will no langer accompany them in their wicked cuſtoms. 


And ſhew you, that it fares with all beleevers as it did with Paul, who ſo 
long as he joyned with the High- Priefls and Elders to make havock of the 
Charch was no whit moleſted by themz but when he became aconverc and 
preached in the name of Teſus, none (o-hated and perſecuted as he: 

I might alſo make it appear, that «tbeſme or unbelief is another cauſe, 
ſpeaking of truth another, breaking off ſociety with them another, the ſerpen- 
tine preaching of ſome Miniſters another, the ſcandalous lives of ſome profeſ- 
ſors another, + flocking after Sermons anorher,as they make them : bur rheſe 
I'le pafſe, .and give you bur one more, With which I will conclude this 
diſcourſe. \ 

CHAP. XVII. 
He main and moſt materiall cauſe why wicked men ſo mortally 
hate the godly, and which breeds ſo many quarrels, is the contra» 
riety of their natures, as I briefly hinted in the thirteenth reaſon ; being 


| as contrary one to the other as are God and rhe devil, the one being the 


- 


children of God, and partaking of the divine natare,as being one with the F ather 
and the Son, » Cor.6.18.Gal.3.26, Joh.1.12. & 17,14,21,22. 2 Pet.1.4. 
being like God in holineſſe, 1 Pet,1.1 5. Bretheren of, and heirs annexed with 
Chrit,Rom.$8.17,29. Members of bis body,1 Gor. 12.27, Bone of his bone, 
and fleſh of bis fleſh, Eph.$.30. baving his Firit dwelling inthem, Rom-8$. 9, 
16. and being Temples of the boly Gboft,z Cor.6.19. Jam.1.18.Joh. 1.13. 
&'3.5,8. x Joh.3.9. 

*  Andthe other being the ſeed of the ſerpent and children of the devil 3 and 
ſo partake of his nature,as is plain by 1 Foh.3.8.10,12,14. F6h.6.70. & 


{ 8.44. Matth.13.38,39, 2 Cor.4.4. 2 ['1m.2.26, Gen.3.15. & 5.3, 


Epheſ.2.2,8c, Which being ſo,how is it poſſible they ſhould ever agree; 
although God had not proclaimed an camjry berween 2hem ?. Fox chere 
V.B. $4 : can 


18 A Glaſſe for Scorners, Or 
and the lambe, the winds and the ſea; No neighbourhood,no alliance,no 
conjunRion, is able to make the curſed ſeed of the ſerpent, and the blefled 
ſeed of the woman ever agree. For fire and water, light and darknefe, Heaven 
and hell are not more contrary. 

One bloud,one belly,one houſe,one education, could never make (ain and 
Abel accord, Facob and Eſau, Tſaac and Iſhmael at one. Yea though they 
be man and wife,parent and childe, yer if they be nor like they will not like. 
2 Cor.6.14,15. And indeed what is the corporall ſimpathy, to the ſpirk 
tuall antipathy ? Can there be ſuch a pariry between the parent and the 
childe, the buband and the wife, as there is a diſparity between God and 
Satan ? no certainly. 


A wicked man can agree with all that are wicked, be they Papifts, or / 


Turks, or Atheiſts, Prophane or (fvill men : for all theſe agree with bim 
in blindeneſie and darknefie : but with fincere Chriſtians and praQilers of 
piety he can never agree; the religious ſhall be ture of oppoſition, be- 
cauſe their light is contrary to his darkneffe, grace in the one is a ſecrer 
diſgrace to the other. 

Yea let wicked men be at never ſo much ods one with another, yer 
they will concur and joyn againſt the godly. The Libertines, Cireniaus, 
eAlexandrians, (elicians and Afeans, differ they never ſo much,will joint in 
diſpute againſt Steven, AR. 6.9. The Saduces, Phariſes and Herodtans, 
were {caries of divers and adverſe faRions, all diftering one from ano- 
ther ; yet all join together againſt our Saviour, Matth. 22. Herod neither 
loved the Fews,nor the Fews Herod,yer both are agreed ro'vex the Churehs 
Yea Herod and Pilate, two enemies will agree ſo it be againſt Chriſt : they 
wiil fall in one with another, to fall our withGod, Nature will givea 
man leave. to be any thing ſave a ſound Chriſtian 3 and agree with all o. 
thers, be their opinions never fo contrary ; provided they agree in the 
maingare all (eed of rhe ſame ſerpent : bur let the naturall man meet with 


one that is [pirituall, rhey agree like heat and cold, if the one ſtayes the | 


other flies 3 or if both ſtay, they agree like two poiſons in one ſtomach, the 
one being ever ſick of the other be they never ſo neer allied. As how many 
a wife is ſo much the more hated, becauſe a zealous wife ? how many # 


can be no amity where there is no fimpathy 3 ne reconciling of the welfe | 


childe lefle beloved, becaulc a religions childe ? how many a ſervant lefſe 
relpe&ed, becauſe a ged!y ſervant ? And no marvell;” for though-they 
dwell in the ſame houſ? yet they belong to two ſeveral! Kingdoms : and 
albcir they both remain upon earth, yet they are governed by two ſeverall 
Laws, the ones Burguſhip being in beaven,Phil. 3.20. and the other being 
a dentton belonging to hell 3 as Iriſh men are dwelles$-ia-2xclend, but dents 
gens of Englaxd,and governed by the Starues of this Kingdom. 


CHAP. XVIII, 

Ne: isthis of theirs an ordinary þatred, bur the moſt bittey, exorbitad 
unlimited and implacable of all others: No ſuch concord, no ſuc 
diſcord, [ach one of the Learned, as that which proceeds from. Religion 
© WM 
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Tyſtruttion to prevent D tor. - 
My name, ſayes Luther, is more odious to them, then any thieft or mur- 
therer 3 28 Chriſt was more deteftable to the Fews, rhen Barabas. And it” 
ed was evident enough 3 for the Pope was ſo buſie and hor againſt Luther, ' 
ven thar he negleRed to look to all Chriſtendom againſt the Turk : which de- 
clared that be would eakier diſgeſt Mahometiſme then Lutheraviſme. The 


nd caſe of two many in our daies, in oppoſing the reformation. Behold, (aith 
ey David, mine enemics, for they xre many ; and they hate me with a cruel hatred, 
ke. Pſal, 25-19. yea ſo cruel], thar ir makes rheic teeth gnaſh, and rheir hearre 
+ buyſt again, as it fared with thoſe that ſtoned Steven, As 7.54. This 
the made the rruths adverſaries, give S* Paul ſtripes above meaſure, 2 Cor.11. 
nd 23. And the Huuthen Emperours, todeviſe ſuch cryell torrures, for all 
rhoſe thar but profeſt rhemſclve; Chriens. This made Abab fo hare 
or Eliab, that there was u6t one Kingdom or N ation, where he had not ſent to take 
im away his life, 1 King.18.10, And this made the Papiſts dig many of our 
of choice Miniſters out of their graves, that they might the better curſe 
be= them,with bel{,bock and candle. Yea ask from Eaft ro Weſt, from one Pole 
ret to the other 3 ſearch all records under Heaven, it ever there was the like, 
of the intended Powder plot. 
yer Neither does this hatted extend it ſelf ro this or that perſon alone, but + ' 


us, ro the whole generation of the godly 3 as is well expreſt, Pſal.8z3. Come 
\in tet us cut them off from being « N ation, and letthe'N ame of Iſrael be no more 


FTA in remembrauce, ver.4,1z, And the like we ſee in Haman, whole hatred 
no=| , to Mordecat was ſodead!y,that hethought it roo little to lay hands on bim 
her only,excepr he deſtroyed all the Fews his peoplezthat were throughout the 


<h+ whole Kingdom of Ahaſhuersſh,E h.z.5,6. For the effeQing whereof he 
hey offered ten thonſand rallents of ſilver into uhe Kings treaſury, ver-g,13. And 
yea of his minde was Heyodias, who preferred the head of Fobn Baptiſt before 
l o-| , the half of Herods Kingdom. And fuch another was cruell Arundale Arche 
the] biſhop of Canterbury, who ſwore he would nor leav: a ſlip of profeſſors in 
ith this Land: 
the | And the world is no changeling, for this age hath but too many ſuch 
the Hamans and Arundales, who A hate the children of God, that they wiſh as 
any| Caligula ouce did of the Romanes, that they had all buz one neck, that ſs 
ays| rhey mizhccutir off at a blow, were it in their power. As why are nox 
elſe] our Sanfnaries rurned into ſhambles ? and our Beds made to (wim with 
hoy] our blouds ? but that the God of Tſreel hath crefled the confederacy of Ba- 
lack, and their wickedneſſe doth not proſper. For their ſtudies are the 
call plots of our ruine 3 and the beſt they intend, is the deſtruion and over- 
ing} rhrow of Religion, or the religious, or both, Math. 24.9. Foh.16.2. Yea 
lone} their enmity and hatred is ſo virulent and bitter, rhar were their power 
anſwerable ro their wils and malice, rhe brother would betray the brother 
to death, the faibey the ſonne, and the children would riſe up againſt their 
parents, and cauſe rhem to die 3 the kinſman againſt the kinſman, and the 
tax friend againſt the friend; only for profeſling Cbriſts Name and being 
ſuc religious, as himſelt affirms,Matth. 10. 34,35,36.Luk.21.26,17. Neither » 
Is it ſtrange, for this was one of the ends of Chrifts coming into the 
. B 3 world, - 


- FA. 
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World, as appears Matth.10.34,35. where himſelf ſaith, Think not thas 
1 am come to ſend peace but the ſword : meaning between the ſeed of the 
ſerpent,and the ſeed of the woman : for | am come to ſet 4 man 43 variance 4- 
gamnſt his father the daughter in law ang ainit the mother in law, and a mans ene- 
mies ſhall be they of bis own houſhold, Luk, 12.5 1,52,53- 

. Neither want we preſidents of this : For by whom was upright Xbel 
perſecuted and laine,but by his own brother Cain? who ſ(coft at righteous 
Noab,bur his own ſon Cham ? by whom wag that vertueus and religious 
Lady Barbara put to death, for imbracing the Chriſtian faith, but by her 
own father Dioſcorus ? who made Serens the Emprefle a Martyr, for her 
fai;h in Chriſt, but her own husband Dtoclefian? who helped to burn Brad- 
ford but Bourne, whoſe life he h:d formerly ſaved ? And laſtly, By whom 
was our Sauigur Ghrif betrayed, but by his own Diſceple Fudas ? 


CHAP. XIX. 

Convert. LL conhiits their unlikenefſe and contratiety ? 
Miniſter. There be more differences between the chil- 

Aren of God and the children of the devil, then there are berween men and 

beaſts. But penny age they differ in their judgements,affeions and#Fionss 

How they difter in their judgements and afteRions, I have ſhewn upon 

another 6ccaſion. How intheir ations and practice ( whick occaſions 

the greateſt rife and diſcord ) I will acquaint you as briefly as I can. 

; T here is nothing more common then tor all ſorts and kindes of men 3 
to bate,ſcorn;perſecute,reproach, revile,accuſe, ſlander and condemn the religi- 
ous, becauſe their own works are evil and wicked,and the others good, holy aud 
righieous. As wh:r:fore flew Cain his brother, ſaith >. Fobn, bur becauſe 

- bis own works were evil and his brothers good, x Joh-3.12 ? Why was Foſeph 
accuſed of his Miſtreſſe for an adulterer, and thercupon committed to 
priſen, but becauſe he would not be an adulterer like her, Gen.39 ? yea ir 
War his party coleured coar,compoſed of all kinds of graces and bleſhngs, 
that formerly procured his breckerens hate. And what is it that Fobs wife 
expoſtutares with him abour, bur his integrity ? as if ſhe rook ir ill thar 
he rook it no worſe, kis patience made her impatient. Wherefore was 
holy David, as himſelf complains almoſt in every Pſalm, had in derifion, 
bated, ſlandered, reviled, contemncd, and made a proverb aud ſong of the drun- 
kerds and other wicked men which (ate intbe gate: but becauſe he followed 
thethings that were good and pleaſing unto God, and in him put bis truft ? Pial. 
11:2. and 22.6,7,3. and 37.14. and 69.10,11,12, And laſtly ( for I 
might be endlefſe in the proſecution of this,) Why were all the juff in 
Solomons time,had in abomination,and mockt of the wicked ? but becauſe they 


 numberlefic Martyrs, whoſe [ouls $. John ſaw under the Altar, Revel.6.9. 


And the Maſter himſc]t ? not for any evil -as themſelves are forced to 
| conteſle, Mar.7.37. Which examples ſufficiently prove, that that grees 
*, Dragonthe Dovil and theſe his ſubje&s, are wroth wich none, bur zhe wo- 

. 4 ww =7 7 


were upright in their way ,end boly in their converſation, Prov. 29.27. Or thole. 


killed ? but for the word of God, aud for the teſtimony which they maintained ?, 
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Inftraftion to prevent Deftruftion, '2r 
man 4xd the remuant of her ſeed, which keep the commandements of God, and 
have the teſtimony of Feſas, Revel. 12,17. All was quier at Epbeſus before 
St Paul came thither ;- but then there aroſe no ſmall ſirifg about that way, 
Ads 19.23,&c. A wolfe flies not upon a painted ſheep : we can with 
delight look upon the piRure of a Toad : Ir is your ative Chriſtian thar 
is moſ} ſpighred and perſecuted. As how many with us may complain 
with Feremy,thar becauſe they lrve 4 godly life themſelves, and call upon othery 
to do che ſame, they arc curſed of every onc,and counted contentious, Jer.15.10. 
It firing with many as ir did with Caius Selizs, of whom the heathen were 
wo'it to ſay,that he was a gond man,bur he was a Chriſtian. Yea let but a 
ſp: ck of fervent devotion break out in a family, all thereft are up in cla- 
rw 2urs 3 as when bells ring diſorderly, every one is ready with his bucket to 
! 1ench the fire : diſgraced he muſt be for a puritene : but only by Laodi- 
8axs. Indifferency ttrives to daſh zcal out of countenance. And the rea- 
{on is, whereſoever Chriſt comes, there will be oppofition. When Chriſt 

was born, all leruſalem was troubled, and Herod cut the throats of all the chil- 
dren in Bethlem : (o when Chriſt is born in any man, the ſoul is in an up- 
rore, and Satan with his initruments are ready to kill in him every good 
motion, though it be never ſo little a babe. You cannot anger a wicked 
man worſe,then to do well : yea he hates you more bitterly for this, and 
the credit you gain thereby, then if you had cheated him of bis patrimo= 
ny with your ewn diſcredit. Whereas, if. a man will bur bare them com- 
pany in their fins,drink, ſwear,temporize,contemn holinefle, miipend/bis 
rime,baunt Taverns, play the good fellow,and doas the reſt do; he ſhall 
have the approbation and good word of the greareſt number. Yea if 
none would be preciſe in their ations, nor reprove others for their evil 
courſes 3 if they would but be prophane and wicked, and make no bones 
of (inne 3 their malice would ceaſe, and we ſhould not have a'puritane or 
roundhcad in all the world. . 

Neither is Chriſt a figne to be ſpoken agaraſt of many in Babylon or Aſſitia, 
bur of many in Iſrael, Luk. 2.34. where religion is profeſt pubtikely : '. 
Yea when ſincerity is wanting,the neerer the [ine with any oppotition;the. 
greater echpſe, T he Gadareans but beſeughr Chriſt ro depart 3 his own 
countrymen drave him out and caſt him down headlong, Luk. 4.29. ' And 
who was his greateſt enemy, but his greateſt friend, .even one of his 
houſhold Chaplins ? and who but Teremics familiars watched for bis hatting. 

Yoa commonly, verrue fares hardeſt from ſuch as ſhould and ſeem to 
uphold her ; for the chief perſecurors of Chriſt a followers, are nor 
profelt 4theiffr, or Turks, or Tews, but,ſuch as held ſome grear place in ' 
the Cburch. And intruders upon other mens right, can pak any man 
how bad ſeever rather to live by them, then the ſervants of him whom 
they intrude upon as you may ſec, Matth.21.33,to 39. where thole 

farmers of the vineyard did nor kill the theeyes,robbers and (poylers of the 

Vineyard 3 bur theſervants,yea and the ſon too 3 and the end of a'l was, 

that they mighr take the-inheritance. {Hawever, ir hath been the com= 

plainc, almoſt of all that have written; that they have ſuffered man or 
| D B.3 uck 
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{uch as profeſt the ſame faith and religion with them. 


And ſo much touching the main difference berweea the ſeed of the (er= 
feat and the (eed of the woman. 


CHAP. XX. ; 

'F Might go on, and ſhew you thar as they hate and perſecute the godly 
becaule they do well,lo likewiſe becauſe they fare well, and are accepted 
ctore them. As why was (atm wroth with his Brother Abcl, and after flew 
him,as afhrmerh the holy Ghoſt, but becanſethe Lord had reſþc# unto A» 
bel and to bis offeriug, but unto Cain and bis offering be had no reſpeft;, Gn. 4+ 
4,5» Why did Eſau hate Faceb, and purpole to kill him, bur becauſe of 
the bleſſing whcrewith his father bleſſed him ? Gen. 27.41. Iſadcks blei> 
ſing bred E/aus hate. Again, wherefore did the Philiſtims and Abimelech 
envy Iſaac? ſtop up his wells, ad baniſh him from rbhem, bur be- 
64uſe the Lord ſo abundantly bleſſed Tſaz56? as appears Gon. 26. 13, 
ro 18. Wherefore did Foſephs Brethren hate him, not being able 
to ſpeak peaceably unto him, and after ſell him into Egip#? - bur 
becauſe his father more favoured him, and they feared he ſhould 
reign 'over them, Gen.37. 4,t0 9. 'If Foſeph be his fathers darling, 
he is his brethrens cye-ſore. Wherefore did Sgul perſecure Da:1d, 
and purſue after him 7A. placeto placeto take away his life, but becauſe 
he was ſopraiſed and preferred of the people before himſclf ? and the 
Lord was with Devid,and proſpercd him in every thing he took inhand, 1 Sam. 
x38. 12,13,28,29. Davids (uccefle is Sauls vexativn : yea, he findes not 


much pleaſure in his Kingdom, as vexation in the proſperity of David ? | 


And laſtly ('for I paſſe'by the Elder Brothers envy inthe Parable againkt 
his younger Brother, when his Father ſo royally emertained bim ar his 
return, Luke 15. 28. which is meant of the Fews envying the Geutiles 
converſion, aud many the like inſtances. ) Why was Eliab wroth with 
his younger brother ? x Sam. 17.28. but becauſe he ſhould be mare exalr- 
ed. And I doubt whether Davids brethren were more glad that Goliah 
' was ſlain, or gngry that he was flain by their brother : For envy is {lick 
it her neighbour be well, and the good mans bonour is the envious mans 
rorment : as it fared betwen Haman and Mirdecai 3 3s hereafter the glory 
of Chriſt ſhall addeto theſe Reprobatesconfuſion, when they are driven 
to. confeſle this is he whom we once had in dcrifion, Luke 13. 23. 1 might 
alſo apply all this co many in our times. As why de many mens hearts 
/ File againſt every holy man they meet ? as ſome ſtomacks riſe at the fight 
+ pt lweet-meats : Why do all drunkards and vitious livers hare the reli- 

tous? and ſo belch out their enmity and ſpleen againſt rhem, in rai- 
| j and (preading of {landers as they do ; but although partly ro reſcue 
themſelves from contempr, and to procure a centrary eſteem by putring 
« foul and ugly vizard upon vertue,. and decking up vice in a gorgeous 
and comely attire ; yer chjefly, becauſe they partake of the divine nature, and 
gre one with the F ather and the Son, John 57. 44,21,22. + Cor. 6.18. 1 
. , . might I (ay be large upon this, and many rhe like, bur I myſt only men- 
_ Hop thems | En CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXI. 
J Ndeed if there were any ſpeaking to ſuch, I would wifh them to beware 

of this fin of all other fins in the world. For the godly are unts God as 
the fignet upon bis right band, Jer-23.24. yea, 4s the apple of bis own eye, 
Zech.2.8. And whatſoever wrongs and contumelies are done to them, 
ke accounteth as done to himſelf, as they may (ce Pſ4.44-22+ and 69.7. 
and 74-4,19,18,22,23. and 83.2,5,6. and 89.50,51. and 139.20. Pros. 
19.3. Rom.1.30. and 9.29. Mar.10,22. and 35.45. Luke 21.17. 1 Sam. 
17:45. Iſa. 37.4-22,23-28. and 4. 5.39. and 9.4,5- Fob 9.4. 1 Theſſ. 
4.8. Tohn 15.18,20,21,23,24, 25. Numb.16.11. 1 Sam. b.7. 

Yea, thirdly, God hath expreſly told them, that whoſocver ſhall. offend 
one of thoſe little ones that belecve in him, 1t were better for himthat « millſtone 
were hung about his ueck, and that he were caſt into the Sea, Mar. 18.6. And 
that he will deſtroy them for cver, and root them out of the Land of the living, 
whoſe tongues imagine miſchief, aud are like « ſharp razor that cutteth decent- 
fully, loving to feak evil more then good, Pla.y 2. 2,r0 8. That he will con- 
found ſuch as perſecute his children, and deſtroy them with « double deftruftion, 
Jer.17.18, yea, That'be will render unto their enemies ſevenfold 1to theiv 
boſome, their reproach wherewith they have reproached the Lord, Plal. 99.12, 
In fine, That be will reign upon them ſnares of fire and brimſtane, with ſtorms 
and tempeſts, P(a.1 196. And after all caſt them into a Furnate of fire, where 
fhall be wailing , and gnaſhing of teeth for evermore : When' the juſt whom 
they now deſpiſe ſhall ſhine as the $ un inthe Kingdom oftheir Father. Many 


are apt to think, that becauſe they uſe their rongues only they are no per= 


ſecurors : bur they ſhall hereafter hear themſelves. ſtiled ſo in their Bilfs 
of Inditement, Iſhmael did but flowt Tſaac, yet S* Paul (aith, be perſecuted © 
him, Gal.4.39. God cals the (corning of his ſervants by no better a name 
then perſecurion 3 and will thereafrer reward it, perhaps in this life, as 
it fared with thole two and fourty little children, 2 Kin.2.24. who were de- 
voured of wilde bears, only for nicknaming Eliſha : Or as it did with Felix 
who for one malicious ſcott did nothing day and night bur vomit bload, 
till his unhappy ſoul was fetcht from his wretched carcaſſe. And Fheres 
cydes who was conſumed by worms alive for giving Religion bur a nick= 
name, a {mall matrer if thou maiſt be made judge. Or as'it did' with 
Lucian, who for barking againſt Religion like a dog, was by the jult 
jadgement of God devoured of dogs. Or as it did with 'N zghtingale Par- 
{on of Crondall in Kent, who was ftruck dead in the Pulpit while he was 
belching onr his ſpleen againſt Religion and zealous profeflors of the 
Goſpel. Or as it did with Steven Gerdiner who would nor fit down\to 
dinner till the news came of the good Biſhops burnt ar Oxford; bur thert 
came out rejoycing, and ſaying to the Duke of Norfolk, now [et us goto 
dinner 3 butir was che laſt that ever ke car for it. Or as it fared with 
Aruudell Archbiſhop of Canterbury , and Stevex Gardiner Biſhop of 
Winchefter, whe putring to filence both the Word o; God and thoſe that 
purely preach, ir, were themſelves puz to filence, and (o (ſmitten in their 
tongues, thatthey could nor ſwallow their meat, nor ſpeak for a good 
| B 4 ſpace 


- God himſelf ; and they that fgkrt againſt the grace © 


24 A Glafſe for Scorners, Or © 
[pace before they died. The time would be too ſhort to tell of Cham 
whoſe (cofhing only brought his Fathers curſe, and Gods upon that. 
Ot the-Spics that brought a (candall upon che Land of Canaan ( as 
thele do upon the way of truth ) and made all the people to murmure a- 
gainſt Moſes : who diel byxxa plague from the Lord, and were not permitted 
to enter into it, Nyumb.14.37. And the like, which God hath infli&ed 
upon men even in this life : though I count ir a m:rcy to ſmart here (if 
they die peniteart) rather then be reſerved ro thole flames which arc 
ealcleflzand endlefie. 

Beſides, it is frivolous to fay they only uſe their tongues. It 'is nor 
ſo materiall what thoa doſt as what thoudekirefſt 3 the very purpoſe of 
reaſon. ( though the fa be hindred) is treaſon, -nor the outward afion 
but theanward affcQion is all in all wita God, who meaſures the work 
by the will, as mea meaſare the will by the work. 


CHAP. XXITL. 

Ow the reaſon why Chriſt rakes what is done to his members as if it 

were done to himſelf 3 and why he wilt ſo feverely punith ; *ris,for 
that their [pighr and malice is principally againſt God and Chriſt him- 
ſelf: For thy ſake ( ſaith holy David ) arc wekilledall the day long, aud 
counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, Ptalm 44.22. 'T rue, they are lo biinde 
that they think they love God, or at leaſt do mo: hate him : bur Chriſt 
'kimſelf ſaith expreſly, They have hated both me and my Father, John 15. 
23,24. where he repeats the words twice, Nor will they (pare when ven=- 
gcance ſhall (cize upon them 3 openly,and expreſly ro blaſpheme the God 


of Heaven to his face, as the holy Gholt twice afftirmerh, Rev.16.9,11. | 


Common eyes may be cheated with eafie pretences, bur he thar looks 


through the hearr az the face, knows that the foundatien of all rheir ha- | 
tred and enmity to us,is their hatred againſt God and Chriſt the chict of 


the #omans ſeed, even as when Satan flew Tobs (ervants, his malice ws 
againſt Fob : Or as when Saul darted a ſpear at Fonathan, his [pight was 
againſt David, 1 Sam. 20.33. He thar loves nor the members was never 
a friend tothe head , He that wrongs the wife is no friend to the Hul- 
- band ; keloves neither that vilifies-cither 3 yea, they that hate and re» 
=” vile the godly becauſe rhey are godly,'as theſe do 3 ( for they could love 
>, our perſons well enough it we were not — hate and revile 

che (pirir, fighc 
a2ainſt the ſpirit, whoſe grace it is : and whatſoever wrong is done to 
one of Chriits little ones, is done unto him, Mat. 25, 45. Saul, Sul, (aith 
Chriſt, ſeeing him make havock of rhe Church, why perſecureft thou me : 
Aﬀts 9.4,5- Itis an idle miſprifion to (ever the fence of an injury done 
20 any of the members from the head, ſee Rev. 12. Ir contents the 
dog to gnaw the ſtone, when he cannor reach the rhrower./ It. was well- 
pleafing ro Seul,fince he could not catch David, that he might have rhe 
bloud of Abimelecb, who uſed him (o friendly, and relceved him 'in-his 
great Ciſtreſſe, 3 $4.23» So though theſe men cannot wreak their ma= 
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Inſtruftion to prevent Deſtruftion. 25 
lice upon God, he being out of their power and reach :- yet that they 
may do him all the miſchief they can, hbave'ar this Image 3 they will wreaks 
ir vpon his children in whom his ſpiric dwells. As the Panther will herce- 
ly affault the pure, for the invererate and deadly hatred which be bear= 
eth ro man. Ir being as true of malice as ir is of love 3 that it will creep 
where it cannot go. And ſo much for the clearing of your judgement: 
I come now to the ule and application of the whole. Aad, 


CHAP. XXIIL 
Irſt, Tt may ſerve to inform every man wherher he be of the Serpents 
ſeed, a childe of the devil, as he came into the world z Or regenerate, 
and ſo become of the womans ſeed, a childe of God, and member 
of Chriſt. For as our Saviour ſaich, ſpeaking of falſe Prophets, By 
their fruits ye ſhall know them, (a I of the ſeed of the Serpent, and 
children of the devil z by thele two and rwenty fruits or properties 
of enmity before ſpoken of, you fhall know them, as well as you 
ſhall know the life by - breathing, or the day by its light. Wherefore 
all ye that reade refle& and caft your eyes on thefe examples, which are 
ſuch lively emblemes and repreſentations of your ſelyes : it you be the 
Serpents ſeed, and yer im your fins. Yea, let it make you tremble 3 For 
know affuredly, that if this ſpawn of enmity remain in you, if any 
of theſe waies, you perſecue Chriſt in; his members, or bur hate the 
good, becauſe they will nor be (o evill as you ace, you have not caſt off 
this Serpentine quality, which you drew-from the loins of old «Adam : 
bur it is an infallible ſign that you are of the Serpents ſeed, and children 
of the devil; enemies ro, and haters of God and all goodnefle, the bre- 
thren of Cain, or Cain himfelf in another perſon, and without anſwera- 
ble repentance, your portion ſhall be with Cain, and the reſt of that cur» 
led crew. I have ſhewn -you what God in his word ſpeaks, and proved 
that your condition is no whit better then the condition of Cain, and 
I ſhmacl, and Haman, and Doeg, and Shemy, and Rabſheke, and their fel- 
lows 3 yea,no glaſſe can more liyely repreſent your faces, then this Book 
doth your hearts. Only this is the miſery, as when a chitde beholds his 
own face in aglaſle 3 he thinks he ſees another childes face, and nor his 
own, {o fares it with you. What do you look that Chriſt Jeſus himſelt 
from heaven ſhould call ro you ſeverally by name as he did to Saul; and 
ſay, Ho 2ſhmael ſuch an one,.or Ho Elimas ſuch an one : Why doft thou 
perſecute me ? I am Feſus whom thon-pcrſccuteſt, As 9.4,5. Which yer if 
he ſhould, it were no more in effe then he hath often done : nor would 
you be any more warned or reclaimed by it, as is evident by the example 
of Hazael, 2 King.8:12,13,0%. And by whar Abrabay told Dives, Luk. 
16.31, Far God in bis word els every one of you plainly, that Saran'is 
the God of all unbeleevers, 2 Cor. 4.4. And their King Fob. 14-30. and 
12-31. Andtheir father, Gen,3-15-Fobn 8. 44. And that they are all bis 
ſervams, kept by the devil in a ſnare, aud taken captive of him at bis will, 
» Fim,2+26, And that be rxderþ by and worketh bis pleaſure in all the wy" 
0 
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obedience, Eph.2.2, 3. And makes it manifeſt to all (whom the deyil 


bars 


th net blinded ) that you ef all men in the world, are thoſe unbelee- 


vers, and children of diſobedience in whom he rules. And yer poor ſouls X 


you know it not. As thoſe four hundred ef 4habs Prophets, in whom this 
evil ſpirit ſpake, did not know that Satan ſpake by them, 1 King. 22.22, 
Neither did Fxdas know when he cat the [op, that Saten centred into him, 
and pur it into his heart to berray Chriſt, Fob. 13. 2. Neither do Magi- 
ſtrates ( when they caſt the ſervants of God intopriſon) once imagine, 
that the devil makes them his jaylors, bur he doth lo 3 whence that phraſe 
of the holy Ghoſt, The devil ſhaK caſt ſome of you tuto priſon, Revyel. 2.10, 
'T they are his inſtruments, but he is the principall Authour. Neither did 
Anaitias and Shire once think, that Satan had filled their hearts, or pur 
thavlye into their mouths which they were ſtrook dead for, AFﬀ.5. yet 
the holy Ghoſt tels us plainly that he did (@, ver.3. No, Eve in Paradiſe 
Had nor the lealt (uſpition that it was Satan that ſpake to her by the Ser- 
nt; nor Adam that it was the devils minde in her mouth, bis heart in 
lips, when tempted to eat the forbidden fruit. Nor did D&vid once 
dream, that it was Satan which moved him to number the people, 1 Chron, 
21.1. Much lefle did Petcy, who ſo dearly loved Chriſt, imagire that 
he was ſet on by Satan te tempt his own Lord and Maſter with thoſe af 
fe&tionate words, Maſtcr, pity thy ſelf, for if Chriſt had piticd himſglf, 
Peter and all the world had periſhed : yer he was ſo, which occaſioned 
Chriſt ro anſwer him, Get thee behinde me Satau, Mat. 16. 22,23. But 
conſider, For hence we may argue, that if Satan can make the beſt and 
Wiſeſt of Gods children and ſervants ( who hate the very appearance of evil, 
2 Chel.5.22. Jude 23. Epheſ.5.27, 2 Per. 3.14. Jam. 1.27. have the 
- eyeof faich, and the ſpirits dire&ion, and know the minde of Chrilt a- 
bove others, : Cor.2.12,13,15,16. Foh.10.14.) do him ſuch ſervice uns 
Wittingly, and belides their intention : how much more can ke prevail| 
With, and make uſe of his own ſervants and children, that delighr only in 
wickedneſſe, and have not the leaſt knowledge of, or ability to diſcern 
ſpiriruall chings, 1 (by.2.14. 2 (67-44. yea, if Satan can perſwade you 
( 8s he hath done millions ) that you do God goed ſervice in perſecuting 
his children as the Fews formerly did, in putting his Prophets to death 3 :8 
Chriſt himſelf expreſly tels us, Fob: 16, 2. What can he not perſwade 
them to? what work or ſervice can he not put them upon ? without 
letting them know, that he their God, Farther, and Matter, ſpeaks in| 
and aQs by them. Whence that of Solomon, There is 4 way that ſeemeth, 
right 21180 4 man, but the iſſues thereof are the waies of death, Proverbs 14-12, 
hence ſo many have been ſo ſtrangely, and ſo wotully deluded : where- 
of a few inſtances very remarkable. There was a Monk poyſoned 
Hemry the ſevemh Emperour of Germany with the ſacramentall bread, and| 


— 


thought be did God good ſervice in-ſo doing, So did the Powder-Traitors, 
when they intended'to blow up the whole State. Maximinian thought rhe 
bloud of Chriſtians would be an acceprable ſacrifice ro his gods, So Fram 


cis the ſecond of France, and Philip the ſecond of Spain, thought x the 
| Luthers 
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Inſtraftion to prevent Deflrattion. 27 
Lutherans bloud in their Dominions. In the 6* Councit of Toleds it was 
enacted, thar the Kzng of Spain ſhould ſuffer none to live in his dominions 
that profeſſed nor'the Roman (atholike Religion : Whereupon King Phi- 
Jip having hardly eſcaped ſhipwrack, as he recurned from the Low Goun+ 
tries, (aid, he was delivered by rhe fingular providence of God to root our 
Lutheraxiſm, which he preſently began rodo : profeſiing that he bad ra» 
ther bave n@ ſubjeRs then ſuch 3 In which opinion many depart, bur as 
men goto a Lottery, with heads full of hopes, bur rerurn with hearts 
full ot blanks ; ſo will ic one day fare with you. 


CHAP. XXIV. | 

7 Or are they few in number, that ( with S* Payl before his conver» 
N ſion) do perſccute the people of God, even out of Feal to the traditions 
of their fathers,Gal.1.13,14. Phil. 3.6. Many walk,lairh S* Paul, that ere 
enemies t0 the croſie of Chrift, Phil, 3.18. 1f many in S**Paulsrime, many 
more now. Yea S* Fobu ſaith, that the number of thoſe whom Sazan ſhall 
zþus deceive,is as the ſand of theſes, Rev. 20.8. and 13.16. Sce Iſ4.19, 224 
x Fob.5.19. Rom. 9.27. Matth.7.13,14. and 20.16. and 22.14... | 

And experience it (elf tells us,that ir is the caſe almoſt of whe nor: For 
this fin is ſo epidemicall, that take forty men where you pleaſe, City or 
Country,as they dwell, paſſe the Rreets,or fir in the Ghurch, and nine and 
thirty of them are malignants to the power of Religion. As for ocher 
ſins,one man is given to luſt, another to zatemperance, athird to ſwearing,a 
fourth ro couſening ; ſome ro more then one, ſomes all of rhem 3 bur 
who is nor cainted with this fin? who is not an open or (ccret enemy co 
holinefle, by reaſon of that generall contempt which is caſt upon profeſ- 
ſory? Yea who is there, even of thoſe that have reſigned up their pride, 
and their luſt, and their lying, and their couſening, and what other fins 
rhey have been prone ro, with whom this fin doth not remain ? as being 
carried away with miſprifgons, ſurmiſes, and weak opinions raiſed from 
meer prejudice and ſhadowes of things : And which is worſt of all, ir 
hath by long cuſtama, raken ſuch deep root in mens hearts, that I look 
never to ſce it mended till Chriſt comes in the clonds. Only it behoves 
all men,even every living ſoul of us, to ſee that himſelf be none of thar 
numbecleſſe number, whom Saranthus cunningly prevails withall, And 
not without need, theugh moſt are apr to Hatrer themſelves : for this is 
an infallible rule, every man is cicher of rhe ſeed of the Serpcnt, or of the 
ſeed of the woman, Gen.z.1 5. the childe of God, or the childe of the Devil, 
x Joh. 3.10, either haters of Religion, or bated for Religion, Marth. 10. 22. 
and 24.9. either one of this worid, or one that Chriſt bath choſen out of 
the world, Joh.15.19. 

Though all the divels children are not alike malicious, neither ds 
they (s openly manifeſt thar enmity which is in their hearts : for ſome 
tranſcend this way, as Doeg did the reſt of Sexls ſereants anocher way 3 
yeu ſhall knowTuch an-one, yea all men ſhall know ſuch to be the divels 
children by theſe few matks. Hewiihbatc a man to the death, chough ke , 


+ 
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have 


28 A Glaſſe for Scorners, Or 
have nothing to condemn him bur his being 


,vererate and univyerſall, that he ſpends all his wit,in frothy ſcoffs and in 
veQives- againſt the whole people of God ; And nothing (o tickles hit 


ſple:n orglads his heart, as that diſcourſe which may moſt ſhame pros 5 


" teflion, diſgrace Religion,and diſhonour God : witb Feſtus he calls hed 
madueſce,and Religion fooliſhneſſe with Michall. He will ſharpen his tongue 
in gall,and dip his pen in peilon,to d{grace the graces of God in his chil. 
dren. He hates zeal and devotion ſo es, char he can in no Wile 
bare with it in others. He is ſo deſperately wicked,that he cannot indure 
ſo much as the (ight of godlineſſe : like hin in Seneca, who was (o fear- 
fully id[e,that his fides would ake to ſee another work. He is juſt like the 
Fews (poken of eAfs 13. who when they ſaw « great company at Paul 
Serm on, were filled with envy, and fell to contradifion and blaſphemy,ver. 45. 
Or-he High trieſts and Phariſees, who when our © aviour was lo flockt 


after, ſaid among themſelves, percerve ye not, behold rhg world goeth after, 


bim; and if we l:t him thus alone, af men will beleeve in him, Joh.11.49, 


and 12.19. being like the dog in the manger, that will neither eat bay, 


himſelf,nor ſufter the Horſe. He is of a reprobare judgement rouching 
actions and perſons, eſteeming good evil and evil good. And is {o de- 
ſperately wicked, that he will mock bis admoniſhers, ſcoff at the means 
to be laved, and make himſelf merry with his own damnation. As good 
men by their godly admonition and vercuous example, draw all they can 
to heaven; (o he by his ſubti}l allucements and wicked example, draws all 
hecanto bell. He regards more the blaſts of mens breath, then the fire of 
Gods wroth. He will boldly do what God forbids , and yet confidently 
hope to eſcape wha he threatens,&c. Now if you know any thar do 


thus, you may be ſure he is of that wickedone, Joh. 8.44, Matth-23.33- / 


» 2x Joh.3-19; For none but a Cane or a devil in condition, will envy becauſe 
<Z bis ewn works are evil and bis brothers good. Nither could he do lo if rhe 
* devilwere notin his heart- Neirher can there be a greater argument of 
a foul ſosl,then the deriding of holy ſervices. Yea to (coff at Religion is 
the yery depth of finne 3 ſuch an one is upon the very threſhold of hell, 


as being ſer down in a reſolute contempt of all goodnefle. And ſo much 


of the firſt Uſe. 

| CHAP. XXV. 

Econdly, We may learn from the original of this exmity, tha ro be 

x I Without reproaches 3nd perſecutions, we may rather wiſh then hope. 
For what peace can we look fer, between the ſeed of the ſerpent and the 
ſced of the woman, ſecing God hinaſelf from the beginning hach ſer 
_ at enmity: yea once to expect it, were an effe& of trenzy nor 
of hope. | | 

-  , Thirdly, From the continuance of it in all ages ; and in that all the godly 
| . that bave gone before us have been cnvied, hated, traduced, nick-named 
and perſecured by wicked men, and all that come after us ſhall be : ler 
no particular member of thaChurcþ, look to fare better rhen- the whols body. 


this 


holy. His hatred is ſo im of 


We ſee the Patriarks went. this way, the Prophets this ways the Apoſtles - 
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4 the ſervant «bove bis Lord : If they bave perſecuted 


»ſt ruttionte prevent Deſtruction. s 
this way, the Martyyy this way 3 this way went all the 8 4ints and ſervants 
of God, and do we look for an eaker way. Yea if the deareſt of Gods" 
children in former ages, have ſuffered ſa much for Chriſt, beenpur ts 
ſuch cruell deatbs and torments for keeping of a good cenicience : let us” 
praiſe the Lord who hath dealt with us far otherwiſe: and pray for = 
Magifirates, to whom next under God we owe the thanks. Yea if our 
fore-fathers ſo willingly underwent thoſe fiery trials, ler none for ſhame- 
ſhrink under the burthen of an airy triall only. For he will never endures 
how,that cannot conco® a foul word : He that is diſcouraged,and made 
to return with an 1fhmaeltiſh perſecution of the tongue, hew would he en- 


| dure a Spaniſh Tuqueſstian, or thoſe Marian times? He that is (o trighted 


with a ſquib, how would he endure the mouth of a Cannon ? 
Fourthly, If our Saviour himſelf {fuffered ſo much and ſo many wayes' 
as he did, being the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and eruth: Ler 


*| none of us hope to be free from ſuffering,or think it a ſtrange thing when' 


he doth ſuffer for well doing. For zhe diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor 
(rift, they will perſccare 


you alſe,Joh.1 5.20. If they have called the Maſter ofthe bouſe Belgebub, how 


| much more them of bis houſhold, Matth.10,25. Yea (encelefle were it once' 


to think,that the ſame enmity which ſpared nor ro ſtrike ar rhe head, will 
forbare the weakeſt and remoteſt lymbe. It was the lot of Chriſt,and muſt 
be of all his followers, to do good and ſuffer evil, Nor can weelle be 
conformable to Chriſt our head, or be like our elder braber ; who was con- 
ſecrated through affliftions : and we wnſt ſuffer with bim, 1hat we may be alſo. 
glorified with him,Rom.8,17. Yea, bereunts we arecdlled, (aith S*Peter 3 
For Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example that we ſhould follow bis- 
ſteps, 1 Per.2.21. Suffering is the way to reigning : þ many Sribuls--: 
Tions muſt we enter into 3he Kmngdom of Heaven, Ats 14.22, Even as Chriſt + 


* | had his paſſion before his afſextion, and bare his croſſe before he wage/his 


And what greater promotion can fleſh and bloud be capable af; 
conformity to the Lord of glory ? Who, would not be ambigit 
ſame entertainment which Chr: himſelf had ? . Chriſk wart 's 
[ thorns for me, and ſhall I grutch to ware this paper cap for hithty Taid obs» 
Hwus when they put one upon him, that had ugly devils painted onit,with: 
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' | the Title of Herefie. And what ſaid a Freneb Martyr, when a rope: was ; 


put about his fellow, Give me that 
that Noble Order. | 
Wherefore arm.thou us O Ged,with an expe&ation of that evil which,! 


gold chaen, and dub me a Knight of 


ments are malicious,and then let them do their workt. | 
. Fifthly, If the brother perſecute the brother, the ſon the father, the yarens 
the childe, the husband bis wife, the diſciple bis Lord : think ic ner ſtrange to/ 
de perſecuted of any 3 for rhey which are nor perſccured are perſecutors - 
themſclyes, | 
! CHAP. 


we cannot avoid :.yea make thou us as ſtrong as Satan and his inſtru-+ 
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Glaſſe for Stormers, Or 
CHAP: XXVI. 
Claly,Since we can expe no peace fromthe Serpents ſced ; ler as tm 

ny as arc of the womans ſeed and of Chriſts &de, unanimouſly hold re 
gether and joyn againſt rheir common enemy. Baſil #nd Enſehims 
much ro be commended, who when they perceived the Ariens to improne 
a difference between them,ro the prejudice of the Orthodox 3 ſoon recon 
Ciled themſelves,and wnited their forces together againſt the common enemy 
Othaxt all godly and or:bedox Chriſtiens, whether Pres byterians or Indepen 
dents, would joyn togerher againſt Arbeiits and Papiſts 3 and nor ( 
crofle, ae and aſperſe _ _ - they never [o little differ it 
Judgement about circumitantials. As let but two maſtiffs be jarring þ 
_ chemiclee 3 when the Bear comes, they oy Arif: 
adſoil their common Enemy. And certainly they might be 2s firm friend 
to truth, alrhough they were not ſuch birter enemiesto peace. For 4 
the caſe anderh, it is hard re determine whether they more intend rod: 
God ſervice 3 or really do rhe devil and his inſtrumenrs ſervice. 

Seventhly, If the Lord have pur this enmity berween us and the wic 
ked : here is warrant'in oppoſing, comfort in ſuffering. Tf the ſeed « 
the woman fight on Chriſts fide, and they have Gods word for their wit 
rants they are ſure to have him afliſt them, and prevent their e 
mies: And is not that God we fight for able enough rovindicarte all on 
wrongs ? 
- Eighrhly, Tf a Chriſtian in reſpe&@ of his hard Rrairs berween God 
Law-onthe one fide,and the malignant world onthe other 3 may farly bt 
compared to the Grbbionnes: who,if they made not their peace with Fo 
 - muſt die by ſtrangers 3 and if they did make their peace wirh him) rhe 
muſt die by neighbours, Or to Suſanne who if ſhe did yeeld uno th 
20 'Elders mult loſe. her chaſtity, and 'hizard her (ou! ;' ant if ſhe i 
nor yegld, ſhe mult looſe her life. For we have a Wolf bythe ears whic 
we can neither ſtay nor ler go with ſafety, If we ſeek to pleaſe God 
»holy life we diſpheaſe the world; and'that will hate and vex us : If wi 
ſcek ro pleaſe the world we diſpleaſe God, and he will hate and condem 
uy: for their commands are diamerrically contraty, A#.4.13,19, The 
of wwo evils ler us<hooferhe leaſt 3 let us 'nor run into the fire to avi 
the ſmeak, I: is better ro have the mocks znd flours' of men on carth 
then rhe _ mocks and laſhes of- the devils in hell. Let us not | 
« like thoſe whitcHivered Rulers, Fobi12. that boved the praiſe of wen 
#hen'the praiſe of God. Nor like Petcr, who denied his Lord, and curlt 
himſelf, ro-get credit amengſ wcutſel crew: For whar are rheir wo 
orher then as-a boys ſquib, thar only flaſhes, and cracks, and ftinks, | 
5s nothing- And thoſe that hang their faith on (uch-mens lips, do | 
like Ix/on embrace a cloud infead of Funo, Yea, well may. be clain 
Boat-(wayns A nr in Barkteys $ hip of fools, that will ſell his ſoul for 
few good words from wicked mens tongues. 

But what will ſome obje& : For. many with Nicodemms do'owe Ot 
ſomr-gool will, but they qare not be known of it4 like Nicodemns «| 
vW . 
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WE FPrevVeus DeSIFNEOn. | 
would ftcal ro heaven, ſo: no body might ſee them ;' rhey would pleaſe 
God, yet ſo as they might not diſpleaſe ochers nor themſelves. Like: the 
young man in the Golpelz they would tollew Cheiſt , (o- Chriſt pro- 
pounded no other conditions ro them then what they like of. And theſe 
will beceady to ſay, what need we publiſh aur (elves or aur faith : can» 
not men ſerve God in ſecret, whereby they may avoid the worlds 
taunts. 

»Anſw. Pcofeflien can no more: be ſcparated from the truth of Reli- 
gion then light from the Sun,Rom.10.9,10,11. True fire (nor painted} 
canner bur heat, break forth, and aſcend, That which is nor gold, may 
gliſter, bur chat which is gold cannot chooſe bur gliſter. The fruir will 
ſhew what the Tree is : Ir is but 4 dead faith which bath no works, Jam. 
217. 20,26, P(4.37-30,31» 

Secondly, Unlefle a man keep his "ips alwaics ſeal'd op 3 he muſt ei+ 
ther difſemble, or elſe his language wiil bewray what, countreyman he! is. 
Neither can he avoid telling it, for admit a man be inadverſc company, 
they will ſo beſet him with queſtions, and draw him on, and pick ic ous 
of him, that without an abſurd filence he muſt ſhew an inclination one 
way. Or if he do nor, they will gather as much by his filence as by his 
ſpeech. Or 

Thirdly and laſtly, A man cannat difſent from their wicked cuſtoms, 
he cannot refuſe to run with them to the ſame exceſſe of riot, in drinking, 
ſwearing, prophaning the Lords day, aol the like ; much lefle cant he 
admoniſh hr and (o diſcharge his conſcience 3 bur he makes too great 
a ſhew, and his profeflon troubles them. 

Bekkdes, As this cannot be, (a it ought not ro be 3. and that for many 
ſolid reaſons and grounds taken our of Gods word, | as I have lar 
ved in my (we of Miſpriflon, and as you may ſee Deut.6.7,8,9. Math, 5. 
16, and 10.32,33+ Marks 15.43, Foh.12:42,43. 1 Pct. 2.9, 1% Philcza 
15. Luk.11:33. and 1 2.8, and 8.38,39- Pſal.go.15.and 71.17,18, 20d 
$1.14.and-119.171, and 22-23. and-35-18. and 119-46. Rom. 9 3 3 ant 
10.9,70. 2Tim 1.16. Exed.12.23. Rev. 22.3. 4s 4-20, IV 

Which being-ſs 3 namely, that there is 00 pleafing God nor being (#5 
yed,withour being holy and religious 3 nor no being religious, butirwilk 
appear to the worid,and ſo eccaſion irs enmity and perſecution. Let us in 
no wiſe forbear good ations nor admonitions,' be the malignant world 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed with it : yea, let usſhine as lights in themidff of 

naughty and crooked generation, by a blamelefſe and pure life and co - 
tion: thereby to win others among whom we live, Phil.2.15. Leto? light jo! 
ſhine before men,that they may ſee our good works,aud glorifie our Father which, 
&s inheaven, Macth. 5.16. Let us ſhew forth the praiſes of bim, who hath called. 
us out of darkneſſe tio bis marvellous light, 1 Per.2.9. Agd ſo much the 
rather, for that our Saviour ſaith exprefly, Whoſoever ſhall be «ſhamed of 
me and of my words among this adulterous and finfull generation ; of bem ſhall 
the ſon of men be aſhamed, when be cometh in the glory of bis F ather with his 
boly Angels, Mark 8.38. Math, 10.33 Not only act to deny, burner 
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Lins, | 
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Prephec Feremy found by experience, Fcr.20.3,9,10. Not todeclare our 
fairh is ro deny it, laith Fulgentius. The Aferogians oppoſed net, they 
denicd nor,they only ſtood it1ii, did nothing, ſaid nothing, yer were they 
curſed, Fudg. 5-23. He who had nor his:dore poſts ſþrinckled wich the blond 
of the Þ aſchall Lambe, was ſure to ſuffer by the ho Angtl,Exod. 11, 
13+ And the fearfull ſhall go firſt and before other finners,tntothe lake that 
burzeth with fire and brimilone, which i the ſecond death, Rev.2'1.8, T hey 
had been molt backward to all goed, and therefore ſhall be the formoſt,and 
have the precedency in ſuffering all evill, Wherefore if we love either 
Chriſt or our own ſouls, let us neyer be aſhamed of our Maſters ſervice, 
what ever we (ufter by waring of bis /ivery. Be net,ſaich Paul,aſhamed of the 
teſtimony of our Lord,neither of me bis priſoner ;. but be partskers of 1he affli« 
ions of the Gofpel according to the power of God,z Tim 1.8. 

No matter what Fudss (aith touching Marics enoynting 0ur $ avioury 
nk ſo long as Chriſt himlclf approves of it. Our Saviour did nor for« 
rto heal, and dogood 6n the Sabbath day : though the Scribes and 


Phariſees took it ill 3 burrather did ir the more, Luk.6.1,to 12, and 13.f 


31,32. when Peter and Fohy were charged to ſpeak no more in the Name 
of Feſws,their an{wer was, we cannot but ſpeak that which we bave heard: 
a een, Af; 4.29. Let the (ame re({olution be ours fince the caſe is the 
ame. 

- Yea let us(with holy David)go a ſtrain higher: and-when any Micholl 
hall ſcof ar us for our. zeal,and callus fools 3 ler us be more vile in being 
more zealous,and we ſhall be had in more honour by Chriſts friends : yea 
our-malicious and ſcofhng adverſaries ſhall bonvar as by deriding us, For 
when'vicious men think ro rax and traduce us, they do in truth commend: 
us : their difpraiſe is 4 mans bonour, their: praiſe his pr_ Yea Terence & 
meerbeatben could (ay, x) ar to be evil ſpoken of by wicked men, was & 
glorious and laudable thing. And anather, that it is no {mall credit with 
the vile, ro bavea vileeſtimarion : whichrbeing ſo, let us with Fob rake 
their reproach upon our ſkoulder, and binde it as « Crown unto us, Job 31.35, 
36: 'Arleaſt ler us imitate S* Auſtin, who feared the praiſe of good men, 
and dereſted thar of the evil. 


wy CHAP. XXVII. 

Inthly, For a word of advice-to the gadly : 1f all ngeurall men are 
ſo apt to cenſure the religious,cauſe or no cauſe 3 And that they have 
ſo manyreaſons to induce them to. it : Ler us for eur Makers, and for 
our bleſſed Redeemers ſake rake heed what we do : leſt we ſhame our 
ofeflion, and make the way of truth evil ſpoken of, 2 Pet. 2.2. Not.thar; 
expe& their mouths ſhould be ſopr 3 for faults they would finde inz 
Chriſt himſelf, did: be live amongſt them : neither can God pleaſe 
them, 2s you may ſee by their continuall murmuring ar the ſeverall pafſa- 

of his providence. Being like the Iſraelites who were never content 


jon when ghcy bad water they murmure for bread 3 when they had /bread| 


to confeſſe the truth is dangerous ; as holy David, Pſal. 39. 1,2. arid the | 
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' margined with a pointing finger, Fourthly, in pureſt things,the ſmalleſt 


they 


Infirulion to prevent Deſtruition.” 33 
they complain for fleſh: as if. they had boarded with God, and hewere 
to provide them dyer : and they good men honeſtly paid for what they 


took, Onely ler them have no juſt occaſion tocenture and ſpetk evilhege - 


us : forthoughall rae Chriſtians paſſe under their ſharp cenſures,; and 
_ reproaches: yer I cannor yeeld him a true ſervant of Chriſt thardey 
erves it, | ys 
Wherefore if we belong to Gods Family , let us ſhew. what houſe if 
come off: nor onely by our Livey, bur by our living. The ſons of God 
muſt be pure, blameleſſe, 4nd without rebuke, Phil, 2.15. And in the pris 
mirive times, a Chriſtian was known from another man, onely byrheho- 
linefle, and uprightnefle of his life and converſation : as Tertullian re- 
ports. | 
And great reaſon there is for ic : for firſt malice is very quick ligheed, 
to ſpye faults, Secondly, the Saints (like a Beacon upon an hill) have 
all eyes upon them, Thirdly, vertue or vice in them ſhall be ſure to be 


ſpot is ſooner ſcen: then greacer Raines in baſer uffe * every little 
mote is ſeen, in a cleer g/aſſe, which will not be diſcerned in an earthen 
pitcher, A ſmall Sor, or wart, or frec{le in the face ; is a greater blemiſh, 
ſooner ſeen, and more noted, then an ugly shar, or botch in any other 
part of the body, Fifthly, th: ſmalleſt ſpor in a religious mans face; ſhall 
excuſe all che ſores and ulcers in their bodies. Sixthly, in caſc they fee 
our lives contrary to our profeſſion: they will even proteſt againſt our 
Religion 3 ſaying, if we did Freak 48 we thinks we would do as we ſpeak: 
it our Religion were true and good, ſuch as profeſſe ir, would live chere- 
afrer, Seventhly, in caſc thy praftice is not ſuitable to thy profeſſion 3 
woe unto thee ; for outward profeſſion, where there is want of inward 
truth, and real praQice, doth bur help to draw on and aggrayare judges 
ment, - The Scribes and” Phariſees had not heard of ſa many woes, but 
for their glorious precences. Yea, had the Fig-1ree' in the Goffel, been 
_—_ bare, and leayc-leſſe: ir had in all probability, cſcaped rhe 
curſe. 

Hear this ye vain Hypocrites, that care onely to be thought good 2 


| your fair our-fide, ſhall be ſure ro help you roa curſe, And ir were bet» 


ter for you with-Philoſophers, to have honeſty wichour Religion, then 
wich wicked' Chriſtians, to have Religion without honclty, 


CHAP. XXVIIL 


1 bs I might proceed co a uſe of Exhorration. And becauſc- it is 
hard ro fay z whether ignorance or malice does more abound, - in 
theſe ſcoffers, and ſcorners: whether ir be more out of the ſfrevgth of 
will, or weahneſſe of judgment ; that they thus hare, and perſecurc vs. 
Thar theſe Brute Beaſts ( as S. Petey calls'them,) {ed with ſenſnality 3 
ſpeah evill of the things which they underſtand not, 2 Pet. 2,123. There- 
fore it were requiſire, to exhort, and 2dmoniſh chem ro ule all poſſible 

0 6-1 , C '__* © means; 


, 


34 4A Claſſe for Scorners, Or 


' means; that God hath appointed for their renoyarion, Whereby of the 
* - Serpents ſeed, and children of the devil, they may become the Children of 
* © Sad, and members of Chriſt, For uncill they be born again, they will 
» be like Nichodemus, who knew nor whar it was co be born again, Fob. 3. 
«7. Gnrcill chey be zealous chemſel ves, will be like Feſtus , who 
\ ghr zeal madnefſe, AF. 26,24. untill they be humble themlelycs, 
| will be like Michal, who mocked David for his humility,and thought 
* him « foo! for dancing before the Ark, 2 Sam, 6.16, 20, Yca to all that 
' FCuillperiſh, orare for the preſent in a periſhing condition: Religion 
> ſeems no otherthen focliſhnefle, x Cor,1r.18. 
> I mightlikewiſegoon ro a more particular direRion, Tharis,if in caſe 
any that hear me, haye been thus rafhly cenſorious, in making il}-con- 


chem , have beenthe genuine reaſons of their ſo doing, Ler them with 
Epbraim, Jer. 31. 19. - firige themſelves upon the thigh. Or with thar 
Publican, Luk. 18. 13. ſmite their breaſt ; And with amazement, and 
indignation fay : What haye 1done? [I have deeply cenſured and con- 
demned the generation of rhe juſt, I have often raiſed an ill reporr of 
rhem, as thole falſe hearted ſpies, did of the Land of Caxarn, Numb. 13. 
32, 33- And thar ſcandal paſſing through many mouthes, hath mulri- 
plyed like a ſnow ball : which ar beſt hath Iefc ſuch a ſcar of ſuſpirion 
. upon their names and credits, thar even death ir ſelf will nor be able to 
cure. Whereas the Scripture ſayes, Curſed be be that ſmiteth bis ueigh- 
bour ſecretly, Deur.27.24. And bim that privily ſlandereth bis Neighbour, 
will I deftroy, Plal.101.5, 
And as I have thus depraved ſome ; having more malice then matter 
them; ſo I have corrupred others, and foreftalled their judee- 
ments with prejudice : which may prove the banc of many a ſoul. Woe 


 firudtions of all that the religious do : and find that theſe, or ſome of} 


is me, wharſhall I do ; leaſt God tear wt in pieces, aud there be none to dt- 
liver > 'I have been long enough inſtrumental ro Satan, I will now,and 
hereafter by Gods grace, ſerve my Saviour: who is a maſter wichout 
compare: O thar my God would give me a hearr, and anſwerable abili- 
ty, © be as faithful « friend to Religion, as I have been a bitter 
"In this I ſay be thy confeſſion; this thy reſolution + otherwiſe kno 
for a ſurety ; rhar while thou ſcoffeſt ar his children, God laughes ar thee 
Prov. 1,26. And that it will be bitrernefſe in the end : For wharev! 
is done to them, Chriſt rakes as done to hims AZ. 9.4. And who 
chinks holineſſe a crime; or religion a diſgrace, is ſo far from being. 0 
his ſpirir, that was « meu after Gods own heart; that there cannor 
"greater argument of a foul ſcu), held by Satay in a ſnare, and rake! 
caprive of him at his will. 

Neither ler Stay, nor thy ſeduced and deceirful heart deceive thee 
in thinking thou baſt any ſhare in Chriſt, or the leaſt ſpark of grace : fog. 
though aman may through his hypocrific, condemn that eyil in another 
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their bleſſing of glory hereafter for a meſſeof Pottage. That 3 


alſo in reference to Levi. 19. 17. 1/ai. 58. 1. 


Tnftrufizon to prevent Deſtruftion. 3s 3 
which he allowes in himſelf: yerhe cannot condemn the good » which = 
himſelf is indued withal. For good cannot bur rejoyce, and. delight in ” 
her like. 


But this AbſiraF, being printed occaſionally, I am forced to uſe all 
flible brevity. And in caſe they would fee more'ot this and the like, * 
n them read The'Cure of Miipriſeon, er miſtake. | 

In the mean time, I will bumbly begg of God, upon the benf{{&d : 
knees of my ſoul ; thar theſe lines may nor riſe. up in judgment againt® 
thoſ; Haxeels, that have read them, and are never the berrer : . And fo * 
inſtead of cuting their fin , prove a- meanes ro increaſe their toc- 


ment. 4 


Ow conſidering the numherleſſe number of thoſe, 
that by profeſling themſelves Proreftants, diſcredir 
the Proteſtant Religion. That ( becauſe they have been 
Chriſtned as Simon CMHagus was, received the Sacrament : 
like 7«das, and for company go to Church alſo as Dogs do) 
are called Chriffians: as we call the Heathen Images Gedr. | 
Yea, and (being blinded by the Prixce of Darkneſſe, . 2 Cor. _ 
4.4.) think to. be ſaved by (rift , though they take up | 
Armes againſt him ; and are no more like Chriſtians, then * 
Michals Image of Goates-hair was like David: That 
being Chriſtians in name, will ſcoffe at a Chriſtian indeed: 
That honour the dead Saints in a cold profefiion, while 
they worry the living Saints in a cruel perſecution:; . That 1; 
make the Yerld onely their God; and pleaſure, or profit ©: 
alone their Religion: That do what is morally good , © 
more for fear of the Law, then for love of. the Gofpe/. 
That fear the TIogitrate , more then they fear God, or' | 
the Devil; And a Priſon more, then Hell: Thar * 
with Adam, will become Satens Bondflaves for an Apple - 
And like Eſas , ſell their Birth-rigbt of grace here, and 


like men ſleeping in a Boat ; are carried down the ſtream 
of this Forld , untill they arrive at their Graves-end, 
| Death; ] without once waking to bethink themſelves, 
whither they are going [ to Heavens or Hel. ] As © 
And our 
| of 
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of compaſlion to their precious ſoles ; There are there- 
> fore at the place hereunder mentioned , eight ſeverall 
+ Books purpoſely compoſed , whereof one will be' free- 
dy given, and the other. ſeven lent grats, to any that 
© Thall require them. Which Books ( like Glaſſes ) will 
"mgw-chem ( from Gods Ford) the very faces of their 
 bfearts. And (like Peter to Cornelins, *AR. 11.) tellthens 
"Words whereby ( with bleſling from above,) both th 
py, and their Aſſociates ( by their meanes) may be ſaved, 

verſe 14. 


»-Acthe Blew Pales, over againſt the High Conſtables ſhort of Shoreditch 
Church; where is a Glafſe Lanthofn in the Window : ſuch as Þ 
pleaſe may have chem. 


© The names of the Books ate theſe. 
_ A Hopeful way, to Cure that horrid ſin of Swearing. 


& < The odious,deſpicable, and dreadful condition of a 
_}-- Druzkard. 
# / A Glaſle, for Scoffers at Religion. RIEL 
v. Englands ware. ſtriving with Gods goodnefſe, 
" - The Arraignment, ant remedy 0 Covetouſneſſe. 
> © The Character, of a Fotmal Hypagrite. 
| The _—_ Advocate; and therein of preaching withoup., 
a Call, 
The #hole Duty of a Chriſtian, 


. .. Imprimatur, 
. Fol Downame. 


